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1     for this interview.  The task Force recognizes and
  
2     appreciates that you are here voluntarily.
  
3                You are allowed to have an attorney
  
4     present to advise you during the interview.
  
5                Do you have an attorney representing
  
6     you?
  
7           A    I do.
  
8                    Would counsel please
  
9        identify himself for the record.
  

10                  :  Yes.  For the record, my
  

11        name is .  Last name spelled
  

12        .
  

13     BY 
  

14           Q    And he is the only attorney
  

15     representing you today?
  

16           A    Yes.
  

17           Q    For the record, members of Congress are
  

18     permitted to come in and observe and ask questions
  

19     as they see fit.  There are none present here
  

20     today.  We don't know if someone will come in, but
  

21     if someone does.  We will introduce that member to
  

22     you and that person would be able to observe and
  

23     then also ask questions.
  

24           A    Okay.  Uh-huh.
  

25           Q    Now, you've introduced yourself to me.
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439





 7
  

  
1     a few minutes past an hour -- a half an hour to
  
2     ensure completion of that specific line of
  
3     questioning including any pertinent follow-ups.
  
4                In this interview while one member of
  
5     the staff for each side may lead the questioning,
  
6     additional staff my ask questions.
  
7                There is a court report taking down
  
8     everything that we say and everything that you say
  
9     to make a written record of this interview.  For
  

10     the record to be clear, please wait until the
  

11     staffer questioning you finishes each question
  

12     before you answer your question -- the question.
  

13     And the staffer will wait until you finish your
  

14     response before proceeding to the next question.
  

15                Further, to ensure the court reporter
  

16     can properly record this interview, please speak
  

17     clearly, concisely and slowly.  Also, the court
  

18     reporter cannot record nonverbal answers, such as
  

19     nodding or shaking your head, so it's important
  

20     that you answer each question with an audible
  

21     verbal answer.
  

22                Do you understand?
  

23           A    Yes.
  

24           Q    We want you to answer our questions in
  

25     the most complete and truthful manner possible, so
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1     we will take our time.  If you have questions or

2     do not fully understand the question, please let

3     us know we will attempt to clarify, add context to

4     or rephrase our questions.

5 Do you understand?

6 A    Yes.

7 Q    If we ask about specific conversations

8     or events in the past and you are unable to recall

9     the exact words or details, you should testify to

10     the substance of those conversations or events to

11     the best of your recollection.

12 If you recall only a part of the

13     conversation or event, you should give us your

14     best recollection of those events or parts of the

15     conversations that you do recall.

16 Do you understand?

17 A    Yes.

18 Q    Although you were here voluntarily and

19     we will not swear you in, you are required,

20     pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 1001, to answer

21     questions from Congress truthfully.  This also

22     applies to questions posed by Congressional staff

23     in an interview or consultants like myself.

24 Do you understand?

25 A    Yes.
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1           Q    If at any time you knowingly make false
  
2     statements, you could be subject to criminal
  
3     prosecution.
  
4                Do you understand that?
  
5           A    Yes, I do.
  
6           Q    Is there any reason you are unable to
  
7     provide truthful testimony in today's interview?
  
8           A    No.
  
9           Q    Please note that if you wish to assert
  

10     a privilege over any statement today, that
  

11     assertion must comply with the rules of the Task
  

12     Force on the attempted assassination of Donald J.
  

13     Trump.
  

14                For the Chair to consider assertions of
  

15     privilege over testimony or statements, witnesses
  

16     must clearly state the specific privilege being
  

17     asserted and the reason for the assertion on or
  

18     before the scheduled date of testimony or
  

19     appearance.
  

20                In this case you have your counsel
  

21     present, so presumably he would make any such
  

22     assertions on your behalf.
  

23           A    Okay.
  

24           Q    And given that your counsel is present,
  

25     as well, if at any time during the questioning you
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1     would like to speak to him off the record and
  
2     outside our presence, you are free to make that
  
3     request and we will allow you to do that.
  
4           A    Okay.
  
5           Q    Do you understand all that?
  
6           A    Yes.  Thank you.
  
7           Q    Finally, I would like to note that the
  
8     content of what we discuss today is confidential.
  
9     We ask that you not speak about what we discussed
  

10     here today in this interview to any outside
  

11     individual in order to preserve the integrity of
  

12     this investigation.
  

13                For these same reasons, the marked
  

14     exhibits used today will be provided to the court
  

15     reporter so that they may go into the full
  

16     official transcript.  Any copies of those exhibits
  

17     will be returned to us when we wrap up.
  

18                We plan to take five-minute breaks or
  

19     so at the end of each 30 minutes of questioning.
  

20     But that's open to how you feel and how everyone
  

21     else feels so we can go longer or take breaks
  

22     during questioning.
  

23                But if you need to take a longer break
  

24     or you need to take a break during questioning, we
  

25     would ask that you answer any pending question
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1     before you take the break and then you can --
  
2     we'll return to the questioning once you've taken
  
3     the break.
  
4                Do you understand?
  
5           A    Yes.
  
6           Q    Okay.  Do you have any questions before
  
7     we begin?
  
8           A    Nope.
  
9           Q    I'm going to now set my timer to keep
  

10     me somewhat honest and then we will start the
  

11     questioning.
  

12                First, can you just tell us again -- or
  

13     tell us for the first time, what exactly is your
  

14     title in your currents position?
  

15           A    I work for Prospect Borough Police
  

16     Department as a police officer, and my title with
  

17     the team is sniper team leader.
  

18           Q    Do you have any other responsibilities?
  

19           A    We start as operators, so I'm still a
  

20     base operator for them.  So if they don't need
  

21     snipers -- we do that primarily.  But if they need
  

22     a sniper element, then I'm in charge of whatever
  

23     we need for sniper stuff.
  

24           Q    Okay.  And can you -- I'm sorry.  Are
  

25     you primarily a sniper?
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1           A    Yes.
  
2           Q    Okay.  And how long have you been in
  
3     that role?
  
4           A    Since 2019.
  
5           Q    And that's your full-time job?
  
6           A    No.  No.
  
7           Q    Tell us what your other --
  
8           A    My full-time job is a 
  
9     
  

10           Q    
  

11           A    And I do part-time police work as a
  

12     police officer.  And then ESU, the Emergency
  

13     Services Unit, is an additional voluntary
  

14     part-time gig, basically.
  

15           Q    Okay.
  

16           A    So it's like a third job almost.
  

17           Q    Right.  Third job.
  

18                And what  are you --
  

19           A    Butler County.
  

20           Q    .  Okay.
  

21                And so how would you describe the split
  

22     between your time that you spend at ESU versus the
  

23     
  

24           A     is full-time, so it's definitely
  

25     40 hours a week.  ESU is, aside from activations
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1     or call-outs, it's 16 hours a month of training.
  
2     8 -- or 4 hours of that, roughly, is sniper
  
3     training so...
  
4           Q    And who is your boss at ESU?
  
5           A     is our commander.
  
6           Q    Do you report to anybody else at ESU?
  
7           A    Any of the other commanders:  
  
8      or .
  
9           Q    And do you have direct reports to you
  

10     at ESU?
  

11           A    I have two snipers that are full -- I
  

12     don't want to call them full-time snipers.
  

13     They're snipers that are assigned strictly to a
  

14     sniper squad like myself, which would be 
  

15      and .  And then the rest of them
  

16     are primarily operators under another team leader.
  

17     But they're assigned to me to use, as well, if I
  

18     need them.
  

19           Q    Okay.  And why is it -- why is it that
  

20     split between you and the other...
  

21           A    Just for lack of personnel.  So they
  

22     try to keep our operator side of our staffing
  

23     higher because we do more operator stuff for
  

24     warrants and stuff like that.
  

25                So we generally need them more for that
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1     type of an operation.  And occasionally they will
  
2     put a sniper in the turret for overwatch or if we
  
3     have another building or something we can use for
  
4     overwatch on the house, if we're going to use for
  
5     a warrant, and our primary job is literally to
  
6     just overwatch the scene of the incident.
  
7                But if they don't need more than one
  
8     sniper, then everybody else goes to the operator
  
9     side of it.
  

10           Q    Okay.  And we've heard a little bit
  

11     about "operator."  Can you describe what that
  

12     means to you.
  

13           A    The operator is a person that is
  

14     trained with basic SWAT tactics, breaching doors,
  

15     tactical room entry, flash-bangs, room-clearing
  

16     things, like high-risk warrant service stuff.
  

17           Q    Right.
  

18           A    So they're the guys that are basically
  

19     the door-kickers that go in and go through the
  

20     house and make the arrest and stuff.
  

21           Q    And then if you're -- if somebody is
  

22     assigned to be the sniper, that's not part of
  

23     their responsibility?
  

24           A    Correct.
  

25           Q    What do you call that responsibility?
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1           A    That would be overwatch.
  
2           Q    Overwatch.
  
3           A    Right.
  
4           Q    And your principal responsibility is
  
5     overwatch?
  
6           A    Usually, yes.
  
7           Q    Usually?
  
8           A    There's been times -- I have a
  
9     background in fire service, so forcible entries is
  

10     kind of one of the things I do, too.
  

11                So if they have another sniper there
  

12     that's not as prevalent in forcible entry, they
  

13     may put them into the turret to do overwatch and
  

14     put me on as a breacher then, a breacher position.
  

15                So it just depends on who we have
  

16     available for that call as to where we get plugged
  

17     in to.  They try to put the best pick per spot to
  

18     make it go smoothly.
  

19           Q    Got it.  Okay.
  

20                Are there are, roughly, what?  45
  

21     people or so in the ESU for Butler County?
  

22           A    Roughly, yeah.  If you count the
  

23     TEMS -- the Tactical EMS and the snipers and the
  

24     negotiators and just the assistants and stuff,
  

25     yeah.
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1           Q    So are there, between yourself and the
  
2     two people who directly report to you normally,
  
3     there are three, I'll call them full-time snipers?
  
4     I know they're not full-time.
  
5           A    Right.
  
6           Q    But for purpose of ESU, that's their
  
7     principal role?
  
8           A    Right.
  
9           Q    So the three of you are the -- that
  

10     would be the principals -- that's your principal
  

11     role is to be the snipers, and that's the group?
  

12           A    Correct.
  

13           Q    Okay.  Can you tell just a little bit
  

14     about your training to be a sniper.  Just the -- I
  

15     don't need a lot of details.
  

16                Just, like, when you first started
  

17     training with being a sniper and just the course
  

18     of that.
  

19           A    Yeah, I started in January of 2019.
  

20     That's when they asked me to become a sniper on
  

21     the team.  And I started training with them once a
  

22     month for roughly four hours a month, sometimes a
  

23     little bit more, sometimes a little bit less,
  

24     depending on the training day.
  

25                And then in -- because of COVID 2021 I
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1     went to the National Tactical Officer Association
  
2     Basic SWAT Sniper One Class.  So, and that was
  
3     roughly a 44-hour week because they had to make
  
4     some time for some night shooting and stuff.
  
5                But it was a week, basically, on sniper
  
6     tactics for police snipers.
  
7           Q    Understood.
  
8                And before 2019 did you have any
  
9     experience as a sniper?
  

10           A    No.
  

11           Q    As we understand it, ESU is basically a
  

12     group of, usually, law enforcement people who
  

13     essentially apply to be part of the ESU; is that
  

14     right?
  

15           A    Correct.
  

16           Q    So it's -- obviously you apply for your
  

17     jobs but it's sort of an additional job on top of
  

18     your permanent job; is that right?
  

19           A    Correct.  We put in an application to
  

20     be on the team.
  

21           Q    Okay.
  

22           A    Sometimes they come to us and ask us to
  

23     join the team and sometimes it's just guys that
  

24     hear by word of mouth to get on the team and they
  

25     put an application in and then they do an
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1     interview process.
  
2           Q    Understood.  Did you -- did they seek
  
3     you out or did you seek them out?
  
4           A    I was asked by a friend of mine.  
  
5      and I have known each other for like 30
  
6     years.  And he came to me and asked me when I was
  
7     going to get on the team so...
  
8           Q    And you were interested in doing that?
  
9           A    Yes.
  

10           Q    And you went through the process of
  

11     applying and being interviewed and you were
  

12     accepted to ESU?
  

13           A    Correct.
  

14           Q    When you first started at ESU were you
  

15     in, call it the supervisory role, or were you
  

16     reporting to somebody who is in the position you
  

17     have now?
  

18           A    When I first got on the team I was just
  

19     as an operator so I had a -- my team leader at the
  

20     time or my squad leader was actually 
  

21     before he moved up to a command position.
  

22           Q    Got it.
  

23           A    And then after that year that's -- at
  

24     the end of that year is when I got asked to go to
  

25     the sniper squad.  I was still was on 
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1      squad as an operator because I wasn't a
  
2     full-time sniper unit at that point.
  
3                Then the sniper team leader asked me to
  
4     be his assistant, which is .  And he
  
5     had some stuff going on so he had to drop out of
  
6     the team and I stepped into that role then.
  
7           Q    And that was what year?
  
8           A    That would have been 20- -- I want to
  
9     say '22.  Around the beginning of '22, like
  

10     March-ish.
  

11           Q    Okay.  And so since then you've been in
  

12     the position you're in?
  

13           A    Correct.  Correct.
  

14           Q    Now, I understand, of course, that
  

15     there are -- that ESU deals principally with
  

16     operations that involve executing search warrants,
  

17     things like that.
  

18                How often have you dealt with events
  

19     like what we're going to talk about on July 13th,
  

20     where, you know, it's a set event and you're
  

21     providing security for the event?
  

22           A    This was the first one.
  

23           Q    Okay.  And so you were not involved in
  

24     the 2020 rally that then President Trump had in
  

25     Butler County?
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1           A    I was as an operator.
  
2           Q    As an operator?
  
3           A    Because they didn't need snipers.  They
  
4     didn't request our snipers.  They had us as an
  
5     outside-of-the-event area team for  purposes if
  
6     something did kick off.
  
7           Q    Right.  And just for the record, can
  
8     you say what  is?
  
9           A    .
  

10           Q    Right.  Okay.
  

11                Occasionally I'm going to ask you
  

12     questions that are obvious answers but I need it
  

13     for the record.
  

14           A    Right.  Yeah.  I apologize.
  

15           Q    No.  No.  Not at all.
  

16                If you use -- it's my job and everyone
  

17     else's job on this side and that side to make sure
  

18     that the record is clear.  It's not your job.
  

19     Okay.  All right.
  

20                So this is the first event you had
  

21     been a -- an event that was a set event where
  

22     you're providing security as a sniper?
  

23           A    Correct.
  

24           Q    When you said that there -- that
  

25     snipers had not been requested in 2020, do you
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1     mean that snipers from Butler County from ESU were
  
2     not requested?
  
3           A    Correct.  Butler County ESU snipers
  
4     were not requested.  I believe they used a
  
5     different agency at that time, different law
  
6     enforcement agency.
  
7           Q    Okay.  All right.  And you're -- well,
  
8     actually, you know what?  Let's keep this rolling.
  
9     I'm going to go to July -- not the day itself
  

10     but...
  

11           A    Right.
  

12           Q    So when did you first become aware of
  

13     the July 13th event?  I don't need exact dates and
  

14     times, just generally.
  

15                If you remember the exact date, great.
  

16     If you don't, that's fine.
  

17           A    I don't remember the exact date.  It
  

18     was that Tuesday day before the event.
  

19           Q    Okay.
  

20           A    Was the first I heard that they asked
  

21     for sniper assistance.
  

22           Q    And who told you about that?
  

23           A    It was brought up.  We had a training
  

24     that night and we had a brief meeting on it.  And
  

25     it was  was the one that mentioned
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1     it.
  
2           Q    And what was  role?
  
3           A    He's the Bravo squad team leader.  And
  
4     he was kind of the point man for most of the setup
  
5     on this or the game planning.
  
6           Q    And what is Bravo squad?
  
7           A    We have two quads of operators:  Alpha
  
8     Squad and Bravo Squad.  They just divide them into
  
9     two squads.  So they have two team leaders, two
  

10     assistant team leaders and then operators
  

11     underneath each one of them.
  

12           Q    And is there a reason that one group is
  

13     Alpha Squad and the other is Bravo Squad?
  

14           A    More for logistical purposes if you're
  

15     searching -- or serving a search warrant or arrest
  

16     warrant we can, say, "Hey, Alpha Squad is going to
  

17     take care of this assignment and Bravo Squad is
  

18     going to take care of this assignment."
  

19           Q    Okay.  It's just logistical?
  

20           A    Just for designation.
  

21           Q    For designation?
  

22           A    Yes.
  

23           Q    And  was the head of Bravo
  

24     Squad at that time?
  

25           A    I believe so, yes.  I always get
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1      and  mixed up on which squad
  
2     they control now because I'm not involved with
  
3     them so...
  
4           Q    Okay.  Understood.
  
5                Had you received any kind of -- do you
  
6     recall receiving any kind of text message from
  
7     Commander  prior to that about the event
  
8     coming up and that there might be a need for ESU
  
9     support?
  

10           A    There was -- yeah, there was a text
  

11     message sent out, I want to say, around July 5th
  

12     that said that former President Trump was coming
  

13     to Butler to do a rally there and that ESU is
  

14     requested to assist with the event.
  

15           Q    Okay.
  

16           A    But even at that time nobody on the
  

17     team, to my knowledge, had any knowledge of sniper
  

18     request.  It was just operational purposes, so for
  

19     operators.
  

20           Q    Were you aware -- you said that you
  

21     found out on the Tuesday before the event, which I
  

22     think would put it on July 9th?
  

23           A    I believe it was the 9th, yeah.
  

24           Q    So the day before were you aware that
  

25     there was an initial meeting between Secret
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1     Service and ESU and others, other nonfederal law
  
2     enforcement to discuss what the Secret Service's
  
3     needs would be for that event?
  
4           A    I found out Tuesday night that they had
  
5     had a meeting.  But I wasn't -- being as up until
  
6     that point, I wasn't involved as a team leader, so
  
7     they were kind of keeping most of that into the
  
8     command staff side of it.
  
9           Q    Okay.  Now, when you learned about that
  

10     there was going to be a need for snipers on
  

11     July 9th, just generally speaking, what were you
  

12     informed of?
  

13           A    Just that they had requested our
  

14     snipers for overwatch is what I was told.
  

15           Q    And how many snipers did they need,
  

16     from your understanding?
  

17           A    They didn't specify how many they
  

18     wanted.  We told them what we had as far as how
  

19     many snipers we have available with the team.  And
  

20     we didn't know how many we were going to have
  

21     officially until closer to that date.
  

22                We knew I would be there.  I was making
  

23     arrangements with my full-time job to make it to
  

24     that day.  And then it all depended on the
  

25     individual snipers and their home departments what
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1     believe, or an e-mail or something from Commander
  
2      eventually said, "Hey, we need snipers and we
  
3     need to know who is available for" -- actually, I
  
4     believe it was a -- I retract that.
  
5                It was an alert through our active
  
6     alert system that we have for our team.  They put
  
7     out who's available for this event.  And then
  
8     everybody that's on the team is in that alert.  So
  
9     they based it off of what any snipers in that
  

10     group put that they were available.
  

11           Q    Okay.  And just again, so I'm clear,
  

12     there were three, as we call it, "full-time" --
  

13     putting air quotes around it for the record.
  

14           A    Right.
  

15           Q    -- snipers.  That was you, 
  

16     And I don't know about 
  

17                So your understanding was that the
  

18     request was, whatever you can spare, please have
  

19     these folks available.
  

20           A    Correct.  It was basically supply what
  

21     you can.  And then I didn't know after that if
  

22     they were going to -- like, how many they
  

23     requested specifically, if any.
  

24                However, if there was a set number that
  

25     they needed to meet their requirements for the
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1     event -- I do know that later on the commanders
  
2     reached out to Beaver County ESU and Washington
  
3     Regional Squad and requested a couple snipers for
  
4     each of them to help fill some void with that.
  
5           Q    Okay.  So that was done -- the request
  
6     to Beaver and to Washington was done by the
  
7     commanders?
  
8           A    Correct.  And that was a couple days
  
9     later, I believe.
  

10           Q    Okay.  So, and you knew -- or did you
  

11     know at the time -- so, well, actually you already
  

12     testified to this.  You had to check with the
  

13     prison to make sure that you would be available to
  

14     do the event on the 13th?
  

15           A    Correct.
  

16           Q    And you did and they said you would be
  

17     available?
  

18           A    Correct.  I ended up using a vacation
  

19     day because I was scheduled to work midnight that
  

20     night.  And I didn't want to work the night and
  

21     try to get out there because we wanted to be in
  

22     our position by 11 a.m.  So I would have been
  

23     working until 6.  And I had high probability of
  

24     getting forced over until lunchtime.
  

25                So I didn't want to go out after
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1     snipers.  They didn't specify the job detail or
  
2     the locations or anything.
  
3           Q    So was it your understanding at that
  
4     point that it would be up to Butler ESU to
  
5     determine what the best positioning was based on
  
6     the overall plan?
  
7           A    Correct.
  
8           Q    Were you responsible for putting the
  
9     plan together for the sniper aspect of the Butler
  

10     ESU response?
  

11           A    It was a combination of myself and 
  

12     
  

13           Q    Okay.  And how would you say -- did you
  

14     work collaboratively or did each of you have a
  

15     particular aspect that you were responsible for?
  

16           A    We worked collaboratively.  We had
  

17     met -- any chance that we both were off at the
  

18     same time we would try to meet up and go over some
  

19     stuff and figure out what our best plan was.
  

20           Q    Okay.  And so how did you go about
  

21     doing that?  Did you visit the site?  What did you
  

22     do to --
  

23           A    That night that we found out that we
  

24     were requested,  knew somebody from AGR
  

25     or something, so he contacted them to see if we
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 30
  

  
1     could look at their site as a possible position to
  
2     use.  We didn't know if we were going to be able
  
3     to use it or not.
  
4                The only thing we knew at that time was
  
5     roughly where they were going to set the event up
  
6     at inside of the Farm Show grounds.
  
7                So we were trying to look at different
  
8     places that we could utilize or get access to to
  
9     see what gave us a very good vantage point of that
  

10     area.
  

11           Q    So when you found out where the stage
  

12     would roughly be, did you receive a map or some
  

13     kind of overview from anyone to lay it out for
  

14     you?
  

15           A    No.  It was by word of mouth at that
  

16     meeting that night.  They said basically -- they
  

17     pulled up, like, a Google Maps overview and they
  

18     said what they were told or what they were
  

19     presented with at their meeting with the Secret
  

20     Service was this was going to be here and then
  

21     they kind of went over some real rough ideas of
  

22     how the layout was going to be.
  

23           Q    Okay.  Were you familiar with -- enough
  

24     with the site area that you could -- you
  

25     understood basically what they were talking about
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1     just based on an oral conversation?
  
2           A    Yes.
  
3           Q    Okay.  And  your impression
  
4     was that he was also familiar enough with it?
  
5           A    Yes.
  
6           Q    Had you guys ever done any kind of
  
7     security events at that site before?
  
8           A    No.
  
9           Q    But you visited it or were familiar
  

10     with it?
  

11           A    Correct.  They have the Farm Show there
  

12     every year so we go as a family so...
  

13           Q    And you mentioned AGR.  AGR was
  

14     obviously adjacent to the site.  Why in particular
  

15     was AGR something that you guys focused on?
  

16           A    What they requested us was as snipers,
  

17     our main purpose as police snipers, is overwatch.
  

18     They didn't specify that they wanted
  

19     counter-sniper actions to be taken, they didn't
  

20     specify if they wanted overwatch actions being
  

21     taken.
  

22                So our automatic assumption was it's
  

23     overwatch.  That's what we do.  And then they
  

24     informed us later on they were going to have
  

25     countersnipers so we figured, okay, cool.  That's
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1     covered.  Both entities are covered.
  
2                So as overwatch we are generally
  
3     outside of the event, we're on the outside
  
4     perimeters of the event looking in.
  
5           Q    Right.
  
6           A    So we looked at the event site and it
  
7     was where they were going to place the stage and
  
8     where they wanted the crowd to come in to, was
  
9     going to be on the very edge of the site.  And we
  

10     knew that inside the Farm Show grounds there was
  

11     plenty of places to pick from to put up overwatch
  

12     but we didn't have anything really on the outside
  

13     that we knew of that we could get access to so...
  

14     Because a lot of it outside of that, obviously, is
  

15     private property and we have to have permission to
  

16     do so.  We can't just go in and commandeer
  

17     somebody's building.
  

18           Q    Right.
  

19           A    Or anything like that.
  

20           Q    Okay.  And so AGR is that 
  

21     had a contact at AGR?
  

22           A    Correct.
  

23           Q    So he contacted that person?
  

24           A    Correct.  And asked if we would be able
  

25     to just take a look at the site to see if it would
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1     be functional for us.
  
2           Q    And that person said yes?
  
3           A    Yes.  And we meet that night at AGR
  
4     right before it started getting dark.  So we were
  
5     able to see a good bit of what we would be able to
  
6     see.  And we kind of started working at that point
  
7     of, like, where do we want to set our guys up at?
  
8     Or where do we want to try to set our guys up at?
  
9                Because, obviously, the day of an event
  

10     things change, because you don't know if -- in
  

11     fact, the day before I drove past the event area
  

12     on my way to do something else and I noticed a
  

13     bunch of tents and I was like, "Oh, wow.  I didn't
  

14     know they were going to put tents up.  Does that
  

15     change our view?  Does that change what we're
  

16     going to be able to see as overwatch?"
  

17                So it's always a position that's freely
  

18     able to adjust to whatever the needs are to
  

19     perform their duties.
  

20           Q    Got it.  And was it your view that AGR
  

21     was going to be outside the perimeter of the
  

22     event?  That's right?  Right?
  

23           A    Correct.  It's outside the perimeter.
  

24           Q    So AGR itself was not something that
  

25     was being thought of as something that needed
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1     overwatch?
  
2           A    Let me see if you're saying this.  So
  
3     you're asking if I felt that it didn't need to be
  
4     watched from a different position?
  
5           Q    From behind or whatever, right?
  
6                In other words, if you're placing -- if
  
7     it's a potential place to set up to do overwatch,
  
8     that would then, itself, be subject to overwatch?
  
9           A    With my experience of only doing
  

10     overwatch in the dignitary protection, no
  

11     counter-sniper stuff, it was, that gave us the
  

12     closest building with high ground to be able to
  

13     see into the event area.  And to kind of watch
  

14     along the fence line to make sure nobody was doing
  

15     anything weird there.
  

16           Q    From your perspective overwatch is
  

17     looking in?
  

18           A    Correct.
  

19           Q    But you understood there were
  

20     counter-snipers provided by whomever, the Secret
  

21     Service, whomever that would be looking out?
  

22           A    Correct.
  

23           Q    So it was your understanding that the
  

24     overwatch, call it, of the AGR Building would be
  

25     coming from inside the perimeter looking out?
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 35
  

  
1           A    If they felt that building was a threat
  
2     of any kind, then that would be something that a
  
3     counter-sniper would, more or less, watch or have
  
4     eyes on.  Or if anybody felt that was a position
  
5     of advantage for somebody else to use as it
  
6     happened, then we would have thought somebody
  
7     would say, "We need eyes on that building."  Not
  
8     just inside that building.  Or on top looking into
  
9     the event.
  

10                So looking back knowing the difference
  

11     between the overwatch and counter-sniper, if they
  

12     would have said we want counter-sniper coverage
  

13     and were very clear about that, then, yes, we
  

14     wouldn't have been posted up where we were on
  

15     that.  We would have had a different position on
  

16     that.
  

17                Actually, the positions we did end up
  

18     picking we selected because they overlapped
  

19     everybody's views.  So my position in the
  

20     announcer's booth at the grandstand, I could see
  

21     the majority of the roofs at AGR, but they were
  

22     380 yards away.  So it's one of those, I wasn't
  

23     watching the roof because I was watching the
  

24     crowd.  And we were watching people act really
  

25     strange in the crowd doing some stuff, so we were
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1     trying to keep an eye on them.
  
2                The countersnipers were set up on the
  
3     roofs behind the stage and they had a 180-degree
  
4     view.  They had nothing to block their view.  And
  
5     it covered from AGR the whole way across our
  
6     command center on their left.  So they had a
  
7     pretty good view of everything around them.
  
8                The Washington County Snipers were
  
9     underneath me in the bleachers in the northern
  

10     corner of the bleachers and had a different
  

11     perspective but they had a view from behind that
  

12     we couldn't see from our position that covered the
  

13     entranceway of the event, and Route 68, the
  

14     tractor sales, that kind of stuff.  So we kind of
  

15     all had a view of that.
  

16                I hate to rely on terminology, but
  

17     overwatch, when it's told to me we were providing
  

18     overwatch, it changes my game plan on how I'm
  

19     going to do something.
  

20           Q    Right.
  

21                You understood your job was overwatch,
  

22     which we've heard other people say you're a
  

23     sniper?
  

24           A    Right.
  

25           Q    That's very different than
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1     counter-sniper?
  
2           A    Correct.  Correct.  And overwatch for
  
3     us from what we understood was we were to watch
  
4     the event crowd to make sure that there was no
  
5     incidents, if anybody started getting actively
  
6     violent or acting strange in a manner that might
  
7     make us say, "Hey, something is up with that
  
8     person.  We need to investigate that a little bit
  
9     more."
  

10                We could relay that information to our
  

11     command post.  They could relay it to whoever they
  

12     needed to that what was uniform that day that
  

13     could go out and make contact with them.
  

14           Q    Right.  Just from, like, a very, like,
  

15     simplistic way, a counter-sniper is literally
  

16     trying to counter potentially another sniper?
  

17           A    A counter-sniper is inside the event
  

18     looking outside of the event.  They're not
  

19     watching the crowd inside the event.  That's not
  

20     their concern.
  

21           Q    Right.
  

22           A    Because their security should have
  

23     vetted them enough that they shouldn't be a
  

24     concern.
  

25                So a counter-sniper is watching
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1     everything around the event that they feel is
  
2     potential for a dangerous situation or for
  
3     somebody to take advantage of a high building or a
  
4     higher position to be able to take a shot at
  
5     somebody.
  
6           Q    Right.  Understood.
  
7                Let me -- so, when you were looking at
  
8     AGR Building as a potential -- on the July 9th
  
9     evening, as a potential area to use for your
  

10     overwatch, did you contemplate that that was also
  

11     a building that you would have to itself monitor
  

12     and sweep and secure?
  

13           A    When we looked at the building that
  

14     night, that Tuesday night, we looked at the aspect
  

15     from what our jobs were and we said before we
  

16     could do this we need to make sure somebody knows
  

17     there needs to be security over here of some kind.
  

18                So  -- I wasn't able to
  

19     attend the next meeting that took place.  I
  

20     believe it was Thursday morning.  I wasn't able to
  

21     attend because of my job.  He was off.  He
  

22     attended it and he stressed that to the Secret
  

23     Service.  And said, "Hey, we were looking at this
  

24     as a site.  But we can't cover the ground.  We
  

25     can't cover all that with what we're doing as our
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1     duties.  We don't have a staff through ESU to
  
2     cover that ground."
  
3                So somebody needs to be in there,
  
4     whether it was a uniformed officer, somebody.
  
5     Somebody needed to be walking around that
  
6     perimeter of that building and keeping people out
  
7     of there.
  
8                Because the owner stressed to us at the
  
9     time he met with us, "Hey, we don't want people
  

10     congregating on our property because we don't want
  

11     property damage.  We don't want any incidents."
  

12     So we want them to be kept off the property
  

13     completely.
  

14           Q    So your understanding was that
  

15      was informing Secret Service or other
  

16     law enforcement that that building has to be
  

17     secured by, not itself, by somebody else?  At
  

18     least the perimeter of that building has to be
  

19     secured?
  

20           A    Correct, because with the limitation of
  

21     how many snipers we were going to have there was
  

22     no way we could provide overwatch and security at
  

23     that building.
  

24           Q    Understood.
  

25                And then just going back to the night
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1     of July 9th, did you tour the grounds generally or
  
2     did you focus on the AGR Building?
  
3           A    We just focused on the AGR building
  
4     that night because it was starting to get dark.
  
5     And then we went back out Thursday afternoon to
  
6     tour it ourselves and just walk around to get some
  
7     ideas of where we wanted to be.  It might have
  
8     been Wednesday night.  Wednesday or Thursday
  
9     night.  I can't remember now, off the top of my
  

10     head.
  

11           Q    You mentioned that there was a briefing
  

12     or meeting on June 11th, which was a Thursday?
  

13           A    Yes.
  

14           Q    And that you were not able to attend?
  

15           A    Correct.
  

16           Q    Did you learn subsequently that that
  

17     was -- or before that that was going to be a
  

18     walk-through?
  

19           A    I didn't know what the purpose of the
  

20     meeting was.
  

21           Q    Okay.
  

22           A    It sounded like the -- from what I got
  

23     on the 9th at our team gathering that the planning
  

24     of it was very fluid at that time.  It was still
  

25     kind of -- lots of things were up in the air, what
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1     they were going to do.  There was no set, distinct
  
2     positions yet of everybody.
  
3                So it was still kind of, like, being
  
4     changed around and pieces were still being moved
  
5     around to make it work.
  
6                So at that time my assumption was that
  
7     they were going to try to finalize some of that
  
8     stuff but I didn't know exactly what they were
  
9     going to focus on or that they were going to go
  

10     out to the site and actually walk around it.
  

11           Q    Okay.  Understood.
  

12                We've had some people tell us about
  

13     some of the initial planning that you weren't
  

14     directly involved in.  But that there was a
  

15     message from the Secret Service from the beginning
  

16     of the planning that, at least within optical view
  

17     of the candidate on the stage, that there was a
  

18     desire not to have an obvious show of force behind
  

19     him.
  

20                Was that something that was conveyed to
  

21     you?
  

22           A    It was mentioned but it wasn't conveyed
  

23     directly to me because it was just -- it didn't
  

24     involve my position and what my duties were.
  

25           Q    Right.
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1           A    It involved more of the counterassault
  
2     team.  Operators that are going to be assigned to
  
3     the counterassault team and the operators that
  
4     were going to be assigned to the  position that
  
5     was positioned behind the barn area of the stage.
  
6           Q    Just a couple more questions and I will
  
7     hand it over to Minority.
  
8                Was it conveyed to you that they did
  
9     not want the snipers to be visible?
  

10           A    No.  They never said where they wanted
  

11     our snipers, if they wanted us out in the open or
  

12     not.  We had a small event, we'll call it.  It was
  

13     a parade on July 4th in Zelienople and they expect
  

14     usually around 8,000 people.  It's a very large
  

15     parade.
  

16                So for the first time ever their police
  

17     chief requested just a couple of our snipers to
  

18     position up on the rooftops just with a set of
  

19     binoculars basically just to kind of watch the
  

20     crowd to make sure nothing breaks out and if there
  

21     was any incidents, just report it to uniform guys.
  

22                So I told  and another guy
  

23     were up there, and I told them, don't wear your
  

24     normal fatigues.  Just wear a khaki shirt and put
  

25     your badge where they can see it.  And they still
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1     got complaints that somebody is up on the roof and
  
2     there are people up there and they were all
  
3     concerned about it.  And every uniformed officer
  
4     was getting notified of that.
  
5                So our job, as sniper, is not always to
  
6     be out in the open.  We do a lot of hides.  We do
  
7     building hides, vehicle hides, natural hides, that
  
8     kind of stuff.  Because if we're detected, we
  
9     can't always do our job properly.
  

10                So our natural starting point was,
  

11     let's start with building hides, and get out of
  

12     sight so that we're not attracting more
  

13     unnecessary attention, so that the uniformed
  

14     officers can focus on what they're supposed to be
  

15     doing inside the event.
  

16           Q    Understood.  But for this particular
  

17     event you are not giving instructions, one way or
  

18     the other, about whether or not they expected you
  

19     to be hiding?
  

20           A    Correct.
  

21           Q    That was something that was going to be
  

22     left to your discretion?
  

23           A    Correct.
  

24                    I'm going turn you over to
  

25        the Minority.
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1                    Thank you.
  
2                We can go off the record for a minute.
  
3                        (Brief recess.)
  
4                          EXAMINATION
  
5     BY :
  
6           Q    Thank you,   I have just a
  
7     few follow-up questions for my colleague's
  
8     discussion with you and to make sure that I
  
9     understand the order of events leading up to
  

10     July 13th.
  

11                I believe you said it was July 9th when
  

12     you first learned that they had requested snipers
  

13     for overwatch.  To be clear, was the "they" US
  

14     Secret Service had made the request?
  

15           A    That was -- what was relayed to me was
  

16     Secret Service when they met with them.  "They,"
  

17     as being our operator -- or our team leaders and
  

18     commanders.  When they met with them they found
  

19     out that they wanted our snipers.  So that's when
  

20     it was relayed to me that they wanted snipers
  

21     there.
  

22           Q    So was that July 8th meeting, your
  

23     understanding, which you weren't in attendance,
  

24     but on July 8th Secret Service made the request
  

25     that representatives from Butler ESU would be
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1     providing overwatch sniper support for the
  
2     July 13th event?
  
3           A    I don't know what day they met with
  
4     them.  I just know it was -- because we met at
  
5     6:00 that night, so it was sometime after 6:00
  
6     that I was notified.
  
7           Q    Who would have been from Butler ESU the
  
8     main point of contact for Secret Service?
  
9           A    I don't know who was actually in
  

10     contact with them directly.  I do know that
  

11     Commander  was in contact with them at some
  

12     point.
  

13                I also know that  was in
  

14     contact with them, too.  So I don't know
  

15     specifically which one had which contact at what
  

16     times and dates and stuff.
  

17           Q    Understood.
  

18                We've talked a bit about the difference
  

19     between snipers and counter-snipers.  What was
  

20     your understanding of who would be providing
  

21     counter-sniper support?
  

22           A    My understanding was because they
  

23     provided counter-snipers that that was their job
  

24     to do counter-sniper work.
  

25           Q    Meaning Secret Service?
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1           A    Correct.
  
2           Q    And when did you come to understand
  
3     that there would be Secret Service providing
  
4     counter-sniper support?
  
5           A    I found that out, I want to say, it was
  
6     the next day maybe, that they were going to
  
7     provide that.
  
8           Q    But in advance of the July 13th event?
  
9           A    Just a few days, yes.
  

10           Q    And my understanding is that from what
  

11     you were saying there was a request for Butler ESU
  

12     to provide the sniper support but Secret Service
  

13     did not give any instruction as to particular
  

14     positions, particular points of overwatch for you
  

15     all?
  

16           A    Correct.  They just asked for us.  That
  

17     was it.
  

18           Q    And then you identified AGR as a
  

19     potential point given that it was a slightly
  

20     higher point of reference to be able to look into
  

21     the crowd, into the event?
  

22           A    Correct.  It was the closest building
  

23     with a high enough angle that we could see the
  

24     event crowd.
  

25           Q    Within AGR, how did you determine where
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1     the position would be?
  
2           A    We got a rough idea of where we wanted
  
3     them, between myself and   We kind of
  
4     looked around there.  There was a lot of
  
5     cubicle-style setting, some offices, some
  
6     cubicles.  And the windows weren't very big.  They
  
7     were, I believe, 21 inches roughly.
  
8                So we were looking at -- we just needed
  
9     to be able to see the crowd.  And we wanted to
  

10     make sure that they were going to have somebody
  

11     there to watch the grounds, so that wasn't our
  

12     concern of the grassy area in between the building
  

13     and the fence.
  

14                It was what can we see of inside the
  

15     event and from what position is the best.
  

16           Q    And from within AGR did you ever
  

17     consider your walk-through, whether somebody might
  

18     be on the roof of that building?
  

19           A    To put one of our snipers on the roof?
  

20           Q    Yes.
  

21           A    We didn't discuss that and mainly
  

22     because it falls back to our training of being
  

23     inside where we're not seen and we wanted to stay
  

24     out of the publicity of it.  We also knew that
  

25     we -- that they wanted us to be in our positions
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 48
  

  
1     roughly at 11 a.m. and we didn't know what the
  
2     weather was going to like at that point in time.
  
3                We knew that we would need multiple
  
4     ladders to be able to get up to the highest point
  
5     of that, to be able to get all our equipment and
  
6     stuff up there.  So it was -- to us it was more
  
7     secure for us to be inside because we could have a
  
8     swipe card key to get in.  That door would be
  
9     locked.  We wouldn't have to worry about anybody
  

10     coming up behind our guys unannounced or anything.
  

11           Q    Understood.
  

12                If I could ask you to take a look at
  

13     what we can call Minority Exhibit A, I think if
  

14     we're using letters.
  

15                (Minority Exhibit A was marked for
  

16     identification.)
  

17           Q    Do you recognize this image?
  

18           A    I do, yes.
  

19           Q    What are we looking at here?
  

20           A    This is a map from our mapping agency
  

21     in the county that we had drawn up -- this
  

22     actually is a map I did -- of distances from
  

23     positions that we ended up picking for our sniper
  

24     positions.
  

25           Q    And about --
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1                Please, go ahead.
  
2           A    It just -- the color coding is just
  
3     strictly to show the overlap and what sniper
  
4     element was going to be able to cover what most.
  
5           Q    Do you recall about when you created
  
6     this?
  
7           A    It would have been Wednesday or
  
8     Thursday, the 10th through the 11th.
  
9           Q    Did anybody ask you to do this or was
  

10     this on your own?
  

11           A    No, this was just on my own as trying
  

12     to get a visual of what we were going to have
  

13     coverage on and what we weren't going to have
  

14     coverage on.
  

15           Q    Who did you share this with?
  

16           A    I believe I shared this with  and
  

17     maybe the rest of the team,  like the
  

18     guys that were involved with the setup on it so
  

19     they had an idea of where we were going to be at.
  

20           Q    How did you share it?  Did you e-mail
  

21     it to them?  Shoot them a text?
  

22           A    I don't recall.  I don't remember if I
  

23     gave them a text or if I handed it to them, like
  

24     printed out a copy and handed it to them.
  

25           Q    And I know we've got a bit of a legend
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1     here on the side.  But perhaps, could you walk us
  
2     through how to read this and -- the coloring is
  
3     very helpful but it's a bit hard to see the
  
4     buildings under it.  So if you could help orient
  
5     us to, perhaps, where the stage is, where AGR is
  
6     on the map?
  
7           A    Correct.  A-1 is the grandstand
  
8     position.  That is the announcer's both position.
  
9           Q    And is that in the middle here, sort of
  

10     at the intersection of blue and pink?
  

11           A    Where all the lines intersect, yes.
  

12           Q    And is that where you were positioned?
  

13           A    Yes.
  

14           Q    Was anybody else positioned there with
  

15     you?
  

16           A    Yes.  I always call everybody by their
  

17     last name.   was his last name.  And I can't
  

18     think of his first name.
  

19           Q    Is  also from Butler ESU?
  

20           A    Yes.  He's one of my sniper --
  

21     part-time snipers on there, yes.
  

22           Q    And what about --
  

23           A      I'm sorry.
  

24           Q    ?
  

25           A    Yes.
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 51
  

  
1           Q    Thank you.
  
2                And the note here is that you would be
  
3     located in the grandstand booth facing the side
  
4     stage of the venue and your range is highlighted
  
5     in pink?
  
6           A    Correct.
  
7           Q    So from here you can see the stage?
  
8           A    Correct.  I could actually see clean
  
9     across to AGR, but the primary area that we can
  

10     see was in pink.  There is a little bit of a knoll
  

11     in the middle of the event area (indicating).  So
  

12     I was afraid that once we got past that knoll I
  

13     was going to miss some stuff because I wouldn't
  

14     have a very clear view of that.
  

15                Which we found out later on there was a
  

16     lady minutes before the event, that the shooting
  

17     took place on a horseback with a flag going across
  

18     it.  I said to my partner, I said, "Why is that
  

19     lady running back and forth with a horse with a
  

20     flag like that?"
  

21           Q    And where was she on this map?
  

22           A    She was outside of the perimeter at
  

23     AGR's property.  And I found out after everything
  

24     was over with that she was actually on horseback.
  

25     I couldn't see the horse.  So there was that much
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1     of a grade, too, between us.
  
2           Q    You said you could see AGR, not this
  
3     woman on the horseback.  Could you see your
  
4     colleagues who were positioned in AG from where
  
5     you were?
  
6           A    No.  Because they were inside which is
  
7     what we wanted.  We wanted them to be able to not
  
8     be seen.
  
9           Q    Understood.  I don't have a great depth
  

10     perception, so bear with me.
  

11                A-2 is located in the grandstand under
  

12     the booth facing towards Route 68 and is
  

13     highlighted in blue.
  

14                Do you recall who was positioned at
  

15     A-2?
  

16           A    Yes.  That was Washington County
  

17     snipers.
  

18           Q    And do you recall the name of the
  

19     individuals who might have been there?
  

20           A    I'm trying to think.  Ironically both
  

21     of their last names were  but they weren't
  

22     related.  Or I'm sorry.  The first names were Ben.
  

23     One was  and one was -- it's an odd name.
  

24     I can't remember what his name was now.
  

25           Q    But two individuals from Washington
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1     squad --
  
2           A    Correct.
  
3           Q    -- were posted A-2?
  
4           A    Correct.
  
5           Q    If I'm reading this correctly, both A-1
  
6     and A-2 were located in the grandstand area, but
  
7     you're positioning -- you're looking out in two
  
8     different directions, essentially, as reflected by
  
9     the pink and blue here?
  

10           A    Correct.  Their position was in the
  

11     stands itself, so they had more of a 360-view than
  

12     we did.
  

13                Ours was actually up in a booth that
  

14     had very large windows that we could open and we
  

15     could only look out one side of it.
  

16           Q    Thank you.
  

17                B-1 is located inside of AGR.  So are
  

18     these your colleagues,  -- is that where
  

19      is?
  

20           A    We didn't know what snipers were going
  

21     to be in that building yet.  We just knew that
  

22     those positions were roughly where they were going
  

23     to be pending their decision once they made access
  

24     to that building.
  

25           Q    Pending whose decision?
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1           A    The snipers.  Whoever sniper got
  
2     assigned to that building.
  
3           Q    So to make sure I understand, was your
  
4     role leading up to this to think about the
  
5     positions of the various snipers but not
  
6     necessarily which agency would be covering each of
  
7     those posts?
  
8           A    I wanted somebody from Butler in that
  
9     post.  But it was -- we didn't have enough to
  

10     cover both or all the positions with the Butler
  

11     sniper.  So we made sure there was one in that
  

12     building and then Beaver County filled in the
  

13     other two for us.
  

14                But I didn't know which county was
  

15     going to be at which position or if they were
  

16     going to change their position inside that
  

17     building.
  

18                So this was, more or less, a rough
  

19     draft of where we were going to be.
  

20           Q    Understood.
  

21                When July 13th rolls around, do you
  

22     recall who was at B-1 and B-2, ultimately?
  

23           A    I was never notified who took what
  

24     positions until after the event and that's when I
  

25     found out who was roughly stationed where inside
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1     there.
  
2           Q    And who was where?
  
3           A     was roughly where B-1 is at.
  
4     And then the two from Beaver were roughly at the
  
5     B-2 side.  But they changed their positions to
  
6     suit their -- what they felt was best for their
  
7     needs for the event.
  
8           Q    And if I'm reading this correctly, I
  
9     see B-1 and B-2 for within what's stated to be
  

10     highlighted in the yellow reads a little more
  

11     orange in our printout?
  

12           A    Right.
  

13           Q    B-2 is written here on top of the
  

14     building in white.  It does not appear to be
  

15     covered in a color; is that fair?
  

16           A    B-2 and B-1 both have a dot that are
  

17     the same color.  They're hard to see.  Because I
  

18     just did a dot where they were roughly going to be
  

19     located inside that building.
  

20           Q    But again, I think this goes to our
  

21     discussion of sniper/counter-sniper in the
  

22     perimeter or out.  Their primary role is to be
  

23     looking out into the crowd captured by this
  

24     orange.
  

25                Is anybody looking at AGR?
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1           A    Correct.  You're -- we were looking
  
2     into the crowd.  We had nobody assigned to look
  
3     directly at AGR.
  
4           Q    Was that a consideration of whether
  
5     anybody would be covering that area?
  
6           A    At this point when this map come out it
  
7     was after we found out that the counter-snipers
  
8     and the Secret Service were going to be there and
  
9     that they were going to be on those barns.
  

10                So we were under the assumption that
  

11     they would cover that as counter-snipers because
  

12     it was one of the closest buildings to them, as
  

13     well.
  

14           Q    And even though it's not written here
  

15     in the description on this guide, I see something
  

16     that says "Secret Service" in the green area?
  

17           A    Correct.  Meaning that they -- nobody
  

18     could see behind those barns, but we figured once
  

19     they were on those barns they would be able to see
  

20     that area if need be.
  

21                But their focus was going to be out
  

22     over the crowd and the surrounding buildings
  

23     around them.
  

24           Q    Is where Secret Service is written, is
  

25     that a fair approximation of where the barns are
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1     from which those counter-snipers were posted?
  
2           A    Yes.
  
3           Q    Did you have any discussion with those
  
4     counter-snipers?  Did you personally speak to
  
5     those counter-snipers?
  
6           A    That day of at the event, they met up
  
7     with us.
  
8           Q    Do you recall who those counter-snipers
  
9     were?
  

10           A     the last name.
  

11     I'm trying to remember his first name now.  I have
  

12     it wrote down in my notes here.
  

13                  His partner come up
  

14     with him.  I don't remember his name.  They come
  

15     up, handed me a packet of what they were looking
  

16     at.  Each page had a color photograph of
  

17     180-coverage around gridded off with their grid
  

18     pattern that they use for a quick identification
  

19     of a threat.  So they could relay that information
  

20     quickly to their people who are trained to do
  

21     that.  To us it was kind of new.  I had never seen
  

22     that.
  

23                But their photos all included from the
  

24     buildings where our command post was at to their
  

25     left the whole way around the event area
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1     everything was labeled perfectly.  The tractor
  
2     sales was labeled.  The car sales was labeled.
  
3                See a little arrow pointing down to the
  
4     buildings of what their view was on top of those
  
5     roofs to include AGR Building, building one,
  
6     building two and you could see the majority of
  
7     their rooftops of AGR.
  
8           Q    Do you recall about what time of day
  
9     you met with those folks?
  

10           A    They contacted me at 12:58 p.m., "they"
  

11     as in   We were in direct
  

12     communication with cell phone by text and phone
  

13     calls.  And at 1:42 p.m. he said he wanted to have
  

14     his face-to-face with us.  And we met up at the
  

15     grandstands then shortly thereafter.
  

16           Q    Maybe we could backtrack a bit to
  

17     earlier that morning.  Remind me about what time
  

18     you said you reported or maybe you didn't say?
  

19           A    We reported to our positions?
  

20           Q    Or to the site, generally?
  

21           A    We were -- all of us were on site --
  

22     well, I don't want to say all of us.  A couple of
  

23     us were a little later getting there, but we were
  

24     generally there for the 9 a.m. briefing that our
  

25     team provided for the County elements that were
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1     then.
  
2           Q    And how did your position -- when was
  
3     your position determined?
  
4           A    Prior to that date.
  
5           Q    Okay.  I think I'm just a little
  
6     confused on the timeline because we're speaking a
  
7     few days before when you create this map the
  
8     positions are mapped out, but I understood you to
  
9     be saying you didn't know exactly who would be at
  

10     each of these posts?
  

11           A    So you want to know what did we decide
  

12     what person was going to what post?
  

13           Q    Yes.
  

14           A    Okay.  We did decide that at that
  

15     briefing then.  And that's when it was determined
  

16     that the snipers from Beaver would be over at AGR
  

17     with one of our guys.
  

18                The Washington guys would be in the
  

19     grandstands with us.
  

20           Q    Thank you.
  

21                So 11 a.m. you go to your position in
  

22     the grandstand.  Others are positioned in AGR.  At
  

23     any point do you meet with Secret Service that
  

24     day?
  

25           A    Just the counter-sniper, 
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1     on your radio that day?
  
2           A    Just police Ops 4, which is our
  
3     tactical communication channel.
  
4           Q    And if I'm following correctly, that
  
5     day Butler, Washington and Beaver ESU all had the
  
6     same radios and were all -- were you all
  
7     monitoring Ops 4 on that channel?
  
8           A    Correct.
  
9           Q    Is that radio capable of monitoring any
  

10     other channels?
  

11           A    It is if you put it on scan.  The
  

12     problem with that is once it's on scan, the radios
  

13     are designated with a priority channel and that
  

14     channel will take priority over the channel we're
  

15     on.
  

16                So if we had to relay anything right
  

17     away, we wouldn't be able to if somebody was
  

18     talking on that other channel because it would
  

19     connect to than channel instead.
  

20           Q    And is the priority channel set to a
  

21     particular channel or just to be the channel that
  

22     somebody is speaking on at the moment?
  

23           A    Usually it's the police operations
  

24     channel for the county.
  

25           Q    And which channel is that?
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1           A    It depends on which radio was set up.
  
2     It depends on the department's radio.  We had a
  
3     mixture of radios from different departments.
  
4     Some departments are on police 2.  Some
  
5     departments are on police 1 so that they don't
  
6     have a lot of radio traffic on one channel.
  
7                So my particular radio was designated
  
8     for police 2, which would be the Butler Township
  
9     area.  So if mine would have been on channel 2, if
  

10     they're talking on the radio, I would have no
  

11     communication, no way to hear anything that was
  

12     going on on our Ops channel at that time.  It kind
  

13     of would have blocked it out or taken priority
  

14     over everything.
  

15           Q    How is it determined that Ops 4 would
  

16     be the channel for the tactical teams?
  

17           A    That was the channel that was
  

18     determined through our command staff and anybody
  

19     that was putting together this op plan for this
  

20     event so that we were all in the same command --
  

21     or same channel and had direct line of
  

22     communication with each other.
  

23           Q    Are you aware of other channels being
  

24     operational that day for other law enforcement
  

25     agencies at the site?
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1           A    Not until after the event.
  
2           Q    Who else is listening to Ops 4?  And
  
3     specifically I'm trying to get at, is there a
  
4     command post?
  
5                Is there a somebody listening in to
  
6     monitor not only Ops 4 by other channels?
  
7           A    Yes.  Our command post had Ops 4
  
8     listening to it.  They also had the local police
  
9     channels going.  And I believe they had some fire
  

10     channels in there for the fire EMS going, as well.
  

11                So they were trying to listen to all
  

12     emergency communications from the county level out
  

13     of our command center.
  

14           Q    Who was listening?
  

15           A    Commander  was in there.  And I
  

16     don't know who all else was in that command center
  

17     with him.
  

18           Q    Do you have any understanding of 
  

19      or others in that command post having a way
  

20     of contacting Secret Service?
  

21           A    I don't know personally.
  

22           Q    Did you hear anything about Secret
  

23     Service being in that command post?
  

24           A    I did not hear anything about Secret
  

25     Service being there.
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1           Q    Are you aware of Secret Service having
  
2     a command post of their own?
  
3           A    I did hear that after the fact.
  
4     Actually on our -- the one bigger map that was put
  
5     out later on towards -- I think it was that day
  
6     that we got them.  And it did show that Secret
  
7     Service and PSP had a command post up by Route 68
  
8     entrance.  And then the Butler County command post
  
9     was down beside the stage area.
  

10                So that's when I found out that there
  

11     was actually two command posts.
  

12           Q    So it was that day that you saw this
  

13     map and found out?
  

14           A    Yes.
  

15           Q    And you just mentioned PSP.  Was
  

16     anybody from PSP in that local command post with
  

17     your colleagues?
  

18           A    To my knowledge, not to the county
  

19     command post but I wasn't there.  I don't know who
  

20     all was in and out of there.
  

21           Q    We haven't spoken really much about PSP
  

22     yet.  What was their role on July 13th?
  

23           A    I don't know.  I was told that they
  

24     were there in uniform to assist with uniform
  

25     duties.  But I don't know what else they were
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1     involved with.
  
2           Q    So sort of patrol-type duties or...?
  
3           A    I believe so.  Patrol or just in the
  
4     event as uniformed staff to assist with security.
  
5           Q    It sounds like you knew that they were
  
6     in the Secret Service command post.  Any
  
7     understanding of the interactions between those
  
8     two agencies, between PSP and Secret Service?
  
9           A    I don't know.
  

10           Q    Staying on the topic of communications
  

11     for a moment.  We've spoken about -- you had cell
  

12     phone coverage.
  

13                Do you carry one phone, two phones?
  

14           A    Just one.
  

15           Q    Just one phone.  And that's the phone
  

16     number that you had shared with the Secret Service
  

17     agent.
  

18                Are you texting that day at all?
  

19           A    We started a text group amongst the
  

20     county snipers for general purposes, to state --
  

21     to keep radio transmissions to emergency stuff.
  

22     So if they had a question of, "Hey, are we getting
  

23     somebody to relieve us for something to eat."  Or
  

24     "Hey, where is the bathroom at" to us.  Any stupid
  

25     little conversation that didn't need to go over
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1     the radio, we had the text message group set up
  
2     for all the snipers to use.
  
3           Q    Do you recall who was on that text
  
4     message and thread?
  
5           A    Every sniper that was involved with
  
6     that with the exception of Secret Service.  We
  
7     kept them off it because we didn't feel they
  
8     needed to be burdened with our minuet little text
  
9     like that.
  

10           Q    Was that a discussion you had with
  

11     Secret Service?  Did you ever say, "Do you want to
  

12     be on our text thread"?
  

13           A    No.  No.  I just felt that their job
  

14     was counter-sniper and they needed to be -- I
  

15     didn't want to impede on their job at all and I
  

16     didn't -- I wouldn't want to be impeded on ours
  

17     and that's why I strictly said, like, this is just
  

18     for basic communication.  You know, I checked in
  

19     on the guys on occasion, "Hey, everybody good?
  

20     You need anything?"
  

21                And then when the motorcade finally
  

22     arrived I just put a text out and said like, "game
  

23     time" or "game on" or something so that they knew
  

24     that he was on site now, to really start focusing
  

25     on your job.
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1           Q    Did you have any concerns about your
  
2     ability to communicate with Secret Service if
  
3     needed to communicate with those counter-snipers?
  
4           A    No.  Because I assumed that they had
  
5     picked up our radios.  So I assumed that they
  
6     would be able to hear us if something came across
  
7     our radios that was of concern.
  
8                I did text the counter-sniper when we
  
9     got the picture sent through our group chat of
  

10     Mr. Crooks.  Because it doesn't matter if I call
  

11     them by radio, by phone, e-mail him.  The only way
  

12     he's going to know who we're looking for is to
  

13     actually get a picture of him.
  

14                So I felt it was faster just to send
  

15     him a text with a picture and the information I
  

16     got as soon as possible so that he knew who they
  

17     were looking for so that he could get eyes on him.
  

18           Q    And that was by text message?
  

19           A    Correct.
  

20           Q    Were you using Signal with anybody that
  

21     day?
  

22           A    There -- I don't believe -- yeah, I
  

23     think I sent it out on Signal after the fact
  

24     because I heard on our radios then, some of our
  

25     guys that were already kind of looking for this
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1     guy, they didn't know -- they were like, "What's
  
2     the description of this guy?  What's he look
  
3     like?"
  
4                So I put it on our text app so that it
  
5     would go out to everybody.  So anybody that was
  
6     looking for him would have it on their phone
  
7     instantly.
  
8           Q    And help me understand the difference
  
9     between using text or Signal and which friends are
  

10     on which.
  

11                Who are you communicating with on
  

12     Signal?
  

13           A    Sorry.  Signal is a text app.  It's a
  

14     group text with the ESU team itself.  So anybody
  

15     that's on the team is in that group.  So it's just
  

16     to our operators, our command staff, anybody
  

17     that's specifically on our Butler County ESU team.
  

18           Q    Is that standard practice or something
  

19     that you used that day?
  

20           A    No, it's something that we've used for
  

21     a while prior to that.
  

22           Q    And why Signal as opposed to any other
  

23     channel?
  

24           A    I don't know who picked it or why.
  

25           Q    So that's sort of the broader group ESU
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1     operators command.  And then the text thread that
  
2     you're talking about with local snipers, that's
  
3     sort of regular text message?
  
4           A    Correct, through regular SMS texting.
  
5           Q    And I see I'm coming up on time.
  
6                    You can take more time if
  
7        you want to finish an area.
  
8                  :  Let me just check.
  
9     BY :
  

10           Q    While we're on the text messages, maybe
  

11     you could just take a look at this for a moment
  

12     with me.  We can call this Exhibit B.
  

13                (Exhibit B was marked for
  

14     identification.)
  

15     BY :
  

16           Q    And it's got a few different screen
  

17     shots on it.
  

18                  :  Just for reference, your
  

19        previous exhibit was 1.  Do you want to stay with
  

20        numbers or letters?
  

21                    That should be A.
  

22                  :  Sorry.  Previous exhibit
  

23        should be A.  This exhibit should be B.
  

24     BY :
  

25           Q    So Exhibit B is a two-page document
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1     that had a few screenshots of a text message
  
2     thread.  At the top we've labeled them IMG_0531
  
3     through 0535.
  
4                This the local sniper thread that you
  
5     were talking about?
  
6           A    Correct.  It appears to be, this is
  
7     Beaver County sniper  text thread,
  
8     yes.
  
9           Q    Meaning  was --
  

10           A    These are his still shots from his
  

11     phone, yes.
  

12           Q    Thank you.
  

13                And I see the 1:45 message here, "SS
  

14     counter-sniper team will be heading to the
  

15     grandstands to meet up with us in a couple
  

16     minutes."
  

17                That's the discussion we mentioned
  

18     earlier with 
  

19           A    Correct.
  

20           Q    And do you recall very well this "game
  

21     time" message at around 5:34 p.m.?  That indicates
  

22     that Mr. Trump's motorcade is arriving at the
  

23     site?
  

24           A    Correct.  They had just pulled on site,
  

25     yes.
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1           Q    And then not too long later, a few
  
2     minutes later  sends out two photos.
  
3                At this time, did you understand who
  
4     this individual was?
  
5           A    No, but I knew if they were sending me
  
6     pictures of it, it was somebody that they were
  
7     interested in and getting more information on.
  
8     That this person was obviously -- because the
  
9     pictures came through with the 5:38 p.m. text
  

10     about the kid loitering around the building, that
  

11     all came through as one text.
  

12                So I knew right then that they were
  

13     looking at this person as a suspicious person
  

14     around that building, that they wanted somebody
  

15     else to intervene with or to make contact with.
  

16           Q    And  if I recall, is
  

17     positioned in the AGR Building, so presumably this
  

18     individual is somewhere close to him?
  

19           A    Correct.
  

20           Q    Right.  And he says --
  

21           A    He's the one that took the pictures out
  

22     the window and was straight down on him.
  

23           Q    And the text message from  says,
  

24     "I did see him with a range finder looking towards
  

25     the stage."
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1                What does that signal to you that
  
2     somebody has a range finder?
  
3           A    He's not golfing.  He's not going to
  
4     take a shot with a golf ball.  It means to us it's
  
5     a shooting thing.  It's a -- you want to know your
  
6     distance so you know what your trajectory is for
  
7     your bullet.  So that makes it a little bit more
  
8     of a priority for us.
  
9           Q    And it becomes a priority.  What do you
  

10     do to respond to that message?
  

11           A    My response was call in to command and
  

12     have a uniform check it out.  Because he texted
  

13     me, I'm thinking to myself, don't text me.  Put it
  

14     over the radio.  That's important.  So I waited --
  

15     the times on these obviously don't give you
  

16     seconds, so it could be less than a minute, less
  

17     than two minutes, whatever.
  

18                But as soon as I reply back, I waited
  

19     and I'm listening for the radio call to come in to
  

20     command and there was nothing.  So I grabbed my
  

21     cell phone and I called the command post.  I
  

22     started with  because I didn't want
  

23     to bother Commander  because I figured he was
  

24     the busiest of the group in there.
  

25                So I tried .  I forgot he
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1     wasn't going to be there until later and what time
  
2     he was going to get there.
  
3                So when I didn't get ahold of him then
  
4     I called Commander  on his cell phone.  And as
  
5     soon as he answered the phone, then  started
  
6     relaying the information over the radio.  So I
  
7     just -- I waited until he was done.  I said,
  
8     "That's all I was calling for to make sure you got
  
9     that," and then I hung up the phone again.
  

10           Q    So if I understand it, you said -- you
  

11     respond, to  call it in to command.  You
  

12     expect he'll call it in over the radio what he is
  

13     seeing.
  

14                When you don't hear that over the
  

15     radio, you pick up your phone to call first
  

16     , remember he's not there, then
  

17      and around the same time you hear it come over
  

18     the radio?
  

19           A    Right because I didn't want to tie up
  

20     the channel myself if  was trying to call it
  

21     in over the radio.  Because I didn't want to relay
  

22     information that wasn't a hundred percent accurate
  

23     as what  could because  was the one with
  

24     eyes on.  So I didn't want to mess anything up so
  

25     I was just getting ahold of Commander  to let
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1                Yes, to delegate.  Because I figured
  
2     that command post should know everybody's duties
  
3     and who is assigned to be able to respond out to
  
4     take care of that stuff.
  
5           Q    Understood.  And the last question,
  
6     before I seek my time,  does say, "If you
  
7     wanna notify SS snipers to look out."
  
8                As I read that,  knew that you
  
9     had at least one of the Secret Service sniper's
  

10     contact information --
  

11           A    Correct.
  

12           Q    -- is that right?
  

13                Did you notify Secret Service?
  

14           A    Correct, I did.  That's when I sent
  

15      that -- I copied and pasted that same
  

16     two pictures and his initial text of the kid
  

17     loitering around.  I copied that and pasted it and
  

18     sent it to 
  

19                He responded back at the same time and
  

20     said, "Roger that.  I will have the guys on AGR
  

21     side watch for him."
  

22                  :  Okay.  Thank you.
  

23                    Do you want to take a short
  

24        break?
  

25                  :  Yes.
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1           (Brief recess from 2:53 p.m. - 2:59 p.m.)
  
2                          EXAMINATION
  
3     BY 
  
4           Q     I'm going to go a little
  
5     back in time from the last set of questions that
  
6     you were talking to the Minority about.  And where
  
7     you and I left off was really on July 11th or so
  
8     when there was a walk-through that you did not
  
9     participate in between -- with the Secret Service
  

10     and a lot of the local law enforcement that was
  

11     going to be supporting their efforts.
  

12                So just taking you back to that week
  

13     before the event.  You mentioned that you had
  

14     taken a tour, effectively, of the building on
  

15     July 9th evening.
  

16                At what point, if any, did you take a
  

17     tour of the actual site itself?
  

18           A    I believe it was Wednesday.
  

19           Q    Wednesday?
  

20           A    Yes, it was Wednesday, July 10th.
  

21           Q    Okay.
  

22           A    At 4:00 that afternoon.
  

23           Q    Okay.  And what was the reason why you
  

24     were out there to take the tour?
  

25           A    Because we wanted to see what the event
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1     site was going to look like, try to get a mind --
  
2     a picture in our mind of what it was going to look
  
3     like.  And to determine other positions inside
  
4     that Farm Show grounds as to where we wanted to
  
5     put the rest of our snipers at.
  
6           Q    Understood.
  
7                And was that something that you were
  
8     asked to do or was that something you understood
  
9     you were supposed to do?
  

10           A    It was just something I wanted to do
  

11     because we weren't getting any direction on where
  

12     they wanted us, what they wanted us to do
  

13     specifically.
  

14                So between myself,  and
  

15      --  is a commander
  

16     but he's also one of our snipers, as well.
  

17                We all went out and walked around the
  

18     event area to see what gave us the best vantage
  

19     points of the event area itself.
  

20           Q    Okay.  Were you concerned that you
  

21     hadn't gotten direction from Secret Security, for
  

22     example, about where they wanted you?
  

23           A    A little bit.  But I have never really
  

24     dealt with the Secret Service so I just thought
  

25     maybe it was normal that they would wait until the
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1     last minute to tell us what exactly what they
  
2     wanted.  But it was just trying to figure it out
  
3     on our own, basically.
  
4           Q    Understood.
  
5                And you mentioned you have not worked
  
6     with Secret Service before so you didn't know if
  
7     that was unusual or not?
  
8           A    Correct.
  
9           Q    Did anybody -- did Commander  or
  

10     anyone else,  or anyone mention to you or
  

11     suggest to you that they were concerned that they
  

12     received no specific guidance?
  

13           A    No.  We didn't talk about that part of
  

14     it at all.  We just talked about what my squad's
  

15     detail was and what we needed to get set up for,
  

16     as far as in-house stuff.
  

17           Q    How much time would you say you spent
  

18     touring the event site that day?
  

19           A    We did about two hours that day walking
  

20     around it.  And then I went back on Friday the
  

21     12th at about 6 p.m., myself, and did another
  

22     walk-through.  Because that's when I mentioned
  

23     that I drove past and seen all the tents.
  

24                So I went through and went to every
  

25     position, aside from AGR, to make sure that we
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1     still had a good enough view from the grandstands,
  
2     especially, to overwatch the event area.
  
3           Q    And you didn't feel the need to check
  
4     AGR because you had already checked it?
  
5           A    Well, it was -- it wasn't that.  It was
  
6     a matter of I didn't have the contact that 
  
7     had with them, so I didn't want to just go walk
  
8     around their property or ask permission to go into
  
9     their building.
  

10                So I walked up to the fence line,
  

11     roughly in line of where the snipers were going to
  

12     tentatively be, to get a view of the stage and
  

13     stuff.  I just kind of took pictures of the
  

14     different vantage points that we took before, but
  

15     now with everything set up, so we knew if anything
  

16     had changed or not.
  

17           Q    Now, when you took that tour did you
  

18     understand, at least roughly speaking, what the
  

19     perimeter would be for that event?
  

20           A    The only thing I knew of any kind of a
  

21     perimeter was the fence line.  Just because it was
  

22     a physical perimeter.
  

23           Q    Right.
  

24           A    I didn't know if they had any other
  

25     outer perimeters around it or anything like that.
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1     It wasn't until the day I met with the 
  
2      face to face of the event that one of
  
3     his pictures had a circle, a 400-yard circle
  
4     around it and AGR was actually inside that circle.
  
5                That was the first time I knew they
  
6     actually had a nonphysical perimeter.
  
7           Q    Okay.  Understood.
  
8                Was it your understanding that Butler
  
9     ESU was responsible for security around the
  

10     perimeter?
  

11           A    Of the event itself?
  

12           Q    Yes.
  

13           A    No.  Our responsibility was inside the
  

14     event.
  

15           Q    Okay.  And did you have an
  

16     understanding of who was responsible for the
  

17     perimeter at that point?
  

18           A    The only thing I knew was it was going
  

19     to be patrol officers that were on duty from
  

20     Butler Township and State Police.
  

21           Q    Okay.  So after you spent a couple
  

22     hours checking the site out, did you go back and
  

23     start putting together a plan of action for
  

24     deploying your snipers?
  

25           A    No.  We -- I was able to determine that
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1     our plan stayed as we had already previously
  
2     determined.  Nothing had changed because of the
  
3     way the tents and everything were set up.  It
  
4     didn't impede any of our view.
  
5           Q    Okay.  So it basically confirmed what
  
6     you already expected?
  
7           A    Correct.  I just wanted to reassure
  
8     that there was no issues or no -- nothing blocking
  
9     any potential views for us.
  

10           Q    Did you have any area that you were
  

11     assigned to that you were -- for your
  

12     responsibilities that you were concerned you did
  

13     not have coverage for?
  

14           A    Not until the day of the event.  And
  

15     then it was just one simple thing.  They just put
  

16     a couple media trucks in there with the big
  

17     satellite dishes on them and it blocked my view of
  

18     the crowd or the bleachers behind the stage area.
  

19                That was just a small portion of it, so
  

20     I didn't really consider it a major concern.  I
  

21     figured if they were in the bleachers, they were
  

22     pretty well vetted to get to that point.
  

23           Q    Okay.  And then people had -- when you
  

24     say vetted, they had gone through the security to
  

25     get into the event?
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1           A    Metal detector, stuff like that, yes.
  
2           Q    Okay.  So then on the Thursday -- well,
  
3     let me ask you this:  Did you ever -- before the
  
4     day of the event did you return at all to the site
  
5     to do any further checks?
  
6           A    Just that Friday night.  That was it.
  
7     Nothing else.
  
8           Q    All right.  And before the 13th, remind
  
9     me if you had had contact with the Beaver ESU
  

10     snipers at that point?
  

11           A    I didn't meet them until Saturday
  

12     morning.
  

13           Q    Saturday Morning.  Okay.
  

14                Did you have any contact with Beaver at
  

15     all before Saturday morning?
  

16           A    No.
  

17           Q    Do you know who was talking to Beaver,
  

18     if anybody, from Butler ESU?
  

19           A    It would have been our command staff.
  

20     I'm not sure if it was  or  or who it
  

21     was.
  

22           Q    Okay.  You understood, though, by the
  

23     time of the event that Beaver was also going to be
  

24     providing support for the sniper service?
  

25           A    Correct.
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1           Q    Did you know specifically who it was
  
2     going to be?  Did you know people at Beaver?
  
3           A    No, I didn't know who specifically was
  
4     being assigned to us with them.
  
5           Q    And before we get to the 13th itself,
  
6     anything else that you did from the times that you
  
7     went, the 10th, to tour the site until the day of
  
8     the event?
  
9                Anything else that you did that stands
  

10     out to prepare for that?
  

11           A    The only thing that stood out to me
  

12     was, that concerned me, Friday night was the lack
  

13     of security of the event site.  I walked in in a
  

14     pair of shorts and a tank shirt.  And was walking
  

15     through the event area, walking through where they
  

16     were setting chairs up, walking around the stage,
  

17     taking pictures with my cell phone.  And I was
  

18     there for maybe an hour or so and not one person
  

19     come up to me and asked me who I was or what I was
  

20     doing.
  

21           Q    Okay.
  

22           A    So that kind of concerned me.  But I
  

23     thought, well maybe it's normal.  Like, maybe the
  

24     day of the event they're a lot more strict with
  

25     their security.  I don't know.
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1           Q    Were they more strict with the security
  
2     on the day of the event?
  
3           A    I didn't specifically see their
  
4     security.  I know a lot of people from the public
  
5     that went and expressed concern about it
  
6     afterwards.  But that's their opinions and I don't
  
7     have any facts for it.
  
8           Q    Got it.  Okay.
  
9                And I think, again, this is kind of an
  

10     obvious question, but I will ask it for the
  

11     record.
  

12                Why were you concerned when you visited
  

13     and there didn't seem to be anyone checking who
  

14     you were?
  

15           A    I just assumed that -- like I said,
  

16     I've never dealt with any kind of a presidential
  

17     or ex-presidential rally.  So I just assumed being
  

18     a political candidate that there would be a lot
  

19     more security with it.  But I have never dealt
  

20     with it, so I thought maybe that is normal.
  

21                I don't know.  Because it was more than
  

22     24 hours before -- well, roughly 24 hours before
  

23     he was going to be on stage.  So I assumed they
  

24     had security procedures that they would follow
  

25     through with after I had left, whether it was the
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1     next morning, that night, whatever.  But, so I
  
2     just assumed that --
  
3                Because I didn't see anybody that stood
  
4     out as Secret Service or Homeland Security or
  
5     anything governmental that would show that they're
  
6     in charge of that event site.  It was more people
  
7     in street clothes just putting up chairs and
  
8     stuff.  So I don't know who they were, if they
  
9     were just volunteers or what but...
  

10           Q    Did you report your concern to anyone?
  

11           A    No.  I didn't have a way to report it
  

12     until the next day when we talked about it at the
  

13     briefing.  And I said I was walking around last
  

14     night and nobody checked me but...
  

15           Q    But before that you --
  

16           A    No.
  

17           Q    Okay.  So let's now go to July 13th.
  

18     Roughly what time did you show up at the event
  

19     site?
  

20           A    I was there by 9:00.  I was there
  

21     probably about 8:30.
  

22           Q    And what -- and you came -- you went to
  

23     the briefing, the initial briefing that they were
  

24     having, Butler --
  

25           A    The Butler County ESU briefing, yes.
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1           Q    Right.  And that was led by Commander
  
2     
  
3           A    Commander  and .
  
4           Q    .  Okay.
  
5                What was their -- what did they say, in
  
6     general terms, to the group that was assembled?
  
7           A    They just basically went over the op
  
8     plan of who was assigned to what positions.  The
  
9     channels that we were going to be on.  The contact
  

10     information.  Stuff like that.  They had a real
  

11     brief spot on there about the sniper team.  And
  

12     then I met with the Beaver County and Washington
  

13     County snipers afterwards with a map and just went
  

14     over, "Hey, this is where we're going to be at.
  

15     You guys are going here.  You guys are going
  

16     there."  And that was it.
  

17           Q    Right.  And you were -- when I say
  

18     "you," you, I mean Butler ESU was making the
  

19     determinations, designating people to particular
  

20     areas from Beaver and from Washington?
  

21           A    Correct.  Correct.  Just, from my
  

22     understanding they -- the commanders were given
  

23     direction of what they -- what the Secret Service
  

24     wanted from us as far as two 
  

25     and a counterassault team and the snipers.  And
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1     they let it up to us as to who we were putting on
  
2     each one and where we were posting them and that
  
3     kind of stuff so...
  
4           Q    Okay.  And was there anything different
  
5     about what was explained by Commander  and
  
6      about the plan for that day than what
  
7     you had understood before that day?
  
8           A    No.  It was pretty much the same thing.
  
9           Q    So there were no surprises?
  

10           A    No.
  

11           Q    Did anyone at that briefing express to
  

12     you any concern about the plan?
  

13           A    No.
  

14           Q    Did you have any sense that there was
  

15     concern about the plan?  Even if someone didn't
  

16     say anything?
  

17           A    No, nobody indicated that they were
  

18     concerned with anything that -- specifically what
  

19     we were going to do because I didn't -- once the
  

20     briefing was done we broke off into our groups of
  

21     who was going where.  And then we had a little
  

22     internal meeting of what our jobs were
  

23     specifically.  And nobody that was assigned the
  

24     sniper element showed any concerns of any
  

25     positions or anything like that.
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1           Q    Okay.  And in terms of the
  
2     communication that was going to -- you all would
  
3     have to be communicating.
  
4                Just tell us again what was your
  
5     understanding of how people were going to
  
6     communicate in that group, that Butler-led ESU
  
7     group?
  
8           A    The Butler-led ESU group we were on
  
9     police Ops 4.
  

10           Q    Police Ops 4?
  

11           A    And that was the channel that we were
  

12     going to use because it was a channel specifically
  

13     that we use a lot for our warrants and stuff like
  

14     that.
  

15           Q    Okay.  And this would cover everyone in
  

16     that group or just the snipers?
  

17           A    It covered anybody that was involved
  

18     with Butler ESU, Beaver ESU or Washington ESU.
  

19     And at the time we assumed it was going to be the
  

20     Secret Service counter-snipers at least, at the
  

21     very least.
  

22           Q    And when you say you assume that you
  

23     thought they would have access to that?
  

24           A    Well, we knew that we had radios set
  

25     aside for them and they weren't there yet, so at
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1     that point we had to assume that they were going
  
2     to get the radios as we had planned.
  
3           Q    Right.  Okay.  Got it.
  
4                So did you have any concern about
  
5     communication -- the ability to communicate at
  
6     that point?
  
7           A    Not after the briefing.  It was later
  
8     on in the day that we did that.
  
9           Q    And at the briefing -- and I know where
  

10     you're heading.
  

11           A    Yeah.
  

12           Q    At the briefing was there any
  

13     discussion of potential problems with cell phone
  

14     service or radio service?
  

15           A    No.  There was nothing mentioned about
  

16     it.
  

17           Q    Was there any -- was it protocol or
  

18     permissible to use your cell phone to communicate
  

19     with other members of the team as needed?
  

20           A    There's no standard on when or when not
  

21     to use a cell phone.  It's more of a judgment
  

22     call.  That's why I set up the sniper text group
  

23     as a non-emergent, just a baseline of
  

24     communication if they had an irrelevant question,
  

25     that we can use that without tying up the radio
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1     frequency to do so.  And that way everybody that
  
2     was involved with the snipers were all on the same
  
3     page and all had the same information at the same
  
4     time.
  
5           Q    Okay.  I know you mentioned that later
  
6     on in the day concerns did arise.  Tell us about
  
7     that.
  
8           A    The concerns that did arrive were from
  
9     Beaver County sniper  who got pictures of
  

10     Mr. Crooks then.  And he sent those pictures out
  

11     through that text group.  So I informed him right
  

12     away call that into command, because that was
  

13     something I expected to go over the radio, not
  

14     just come through text.
  

15           Q    Right.
  

16           A    I appreciated the pictures, but I
  

17     expected a radio call, as well, in conjunction
  

18     with that.
  

19           Q    Before we get to that, before we get to
  

20     the specifics of that issue, my question is really
  

21     more about at any point in the day prior to Crooks
  

22     being identified.
  

23                Were there concerns about the ability
  

24     to communicate using cell phones, for example?
  

25           A    I'm sorry.  I misunderstood the
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1     question initially.
  
2                No there was never any concern.  Nobody
  
3     ever said to me, like, "Hey, we're having issues."
  
4     Or, "Hey, did you get my text?"  Or "I tried
  
5     calling you.  It's not going through."
  
6                I didn't know anything about any issues
  
7     with the cell phone service until after the event.
  
8           Q    Until after the event had happened --
  
9     until after the assassination attempt had
  

10     occurred?
  

11           A    Even after that I didn't get back to
  

12     the command post until after 8:00 that night.  So
  

13     I didn't hear about it until after that even.
  

14           Q    Okay.  So you were not aware during
  

15     that -- during the course of the day that people
  

16     were having trouble communicating --
  

17           A    Correct.
  

18           Q    -- by cell?
  

19           A    Correct.
  

20           Q    Do you use FirstNet?
  

21           A    I had FirstNet and I canceled it
  

22     because I didn't get the coverage I expected from
  

23     it.  So I'm not on FirstNet and I still didn't
  

24     seem to have any issues with getting text
  

25     messages.
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1           Q    What was your service?
  
2           A    AT&T.
  
3           Q    AT&T.  Okay.
  
4                So you didn't experience any issues?
  
5     You didn't hear about any issues?
  
6           A    No.
  
7           Q    Before we get, again, to the Crooks
  
8     element, tell us about where you were having
  
9     people, the snipers deploy and yourself, as well?
  

10           A    I had -- we had discussed about
  

11     positions that we could look into the event to do
  

12     our overwatch duties, which is what we were under
  

13     the understanding that's what our jobs were.
  

14                So we looked at AGR.  We had the
  

15     snipers -- or decided to set a couple snipers up
  

16     inside the AGR Building because we knew that with
  

17     the limited amount of snipers we had we wouldn't
  

18     be able to perform security of that property as
  

19     well.
  

20                So they were going to be inside that
  

21     building so that they could be secured inside
  

22     without having to worry about anybody coming up
  

23     behind them or intervening with them in any way
  

24     that would be a negative fashion.
  

25                And we decided to set up at the
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1     grandstands the other two county elements so that
  
2     we had a view of the Route 68 side of the event
  
3     area.  And we had a view that overlapped into the
  
4     event area itself.
  
5                So all of our positions overlapped our
  
6     views so that there was really no blind spots for
  
7     anybody.  So that we had good coverage of the
  
8     event the whole way around.
  
9                That's when we found out that the
  

10     counter-snipers from the Secret Service were going
  

11     to be on top of the barn.  So we knew that their
  

12     view was going to be straight out over the crowd
  

13     and they would have the view out behind the barn,
  

14     so that none of us other county snipers would have
  

15     the view of.
  

16                And it wasn't until that day of the
  

17     event that I met with him that I found out that
  

18     they actually had a good view of AGR and the whole
  

19     way around of the outer buildings so...
  

20           Q    Did anyone during that day, before the
  

21     Crooks' events actually occurred, express any
  

22     concern about the AGR Building to you?
  

23           A    That Tuesday night that we toured it,
  

24      myself, and  all agreed
  

25     that it was definitely a -- we got a bad vibe.  We
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1     got a bad feeling about it.
  
2                We're like, "Hey, we need to have
  
3     people over here.  Somebody needs to be over here
  
4     in uniform just patrolling the grounds."  The
  
5     owner didn't want anybody on the property except
  
6     for the police.  And he just -- he wanted to the
  
7     keep people off there.  And we were just, like,
  
8     this is -- in relation to the event area, we're
  
9     like it's just a bad spot.  It's too easily
  

10     accessible for the public.
  

11                So I wasn't able to go to the meeting
  

12     the next day but  did.  And he told me
  

13     he expressed his concerns to two of the Secret
  

14     Service agents.  I believe they were the two that
  

15     were directly setting up the event, as far as
  

16     security goes.
  

17           Q    And I'm sorry if we're treading equal
  

18     ground a little bit, but tell us why you had the
  

19     bad feeling?
  

20                What was it about the building that
  

21     made you have a bad feeling?
  

22           A    It wasn't necessarily just the
  

23     building.  It was the property itself because the
  

24     property was easily accessible from Whitestown
  

25     Road, which is -- everything was outside of the
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1     Farm Show grounds property.
  
2                So we didn't know who they were going
  
3     to have for security.  All we knew was there was a
  
4     four-foot fence.  That was the only physical
  
5     barrier to keep people from just walking into the
  
6     event itself.  But it had no obscure view of the
  
7     event area either.
  
8                There were some trees there but they
  
9     were ground level.  You're able to see around the
  

10     trees.  We just felt that between the water tower
  

11     side of the building and the whole way up across
  

12     that property was easy access from even Meridian
  

13     Road side.
  

14                Or if there was nobody out there to
  

15     stop anybody from coming on that property, they
  

16     could just walk up that property line, which
  

17     happened with the horses and everything else later
  

18     on so...
  

19           Q    Right.  As you mentioned, right.
  

20                So, just so I understand, the concern
  

21     was that you felt that it needed to be secured.
  

22     And I think you previously testified, part of that
  

23     concern was security.  If you're going to have
  

24     your own snipers in that building.  You need it to
  

25     be secure.
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1                The perimeter of that building needs to
  
2     be secure for their safety and also for their
  
3     mission, right?
  
4           A    Correct.
  
5           Q    And then another reason is that people
  
6     could walk up.  Like, the horses you mentioned
  
7     ride up and you need to have -- you thought there
  
8     needed to be a patrol to make sure that kind of
  
9     thing was controlled, basically?
  

10           A    Correct.  And even if our snipers were
  

11     positioned outside on the roof, they still would
  

12     have no way to physically control the crowd that
  

13     would be forming on the ground because they
  

14     wouldn't be able to just leave their position to
  

15     go down and chase people out.
  

16                Because once we're in tactical gear
  

17     we're higher level of force than a uniformed
  

18     officer.  So for -- you wouldn't send a bribe
  

19     brigade in to get a couple people off your
  

20     property.
  

21           Q    Right.
  

22           A    So we still wouldn't have been able to
  

23     intervene.  We still would have done the same
  

24     thing we did by calling in the commander asking
  

25     for uniformed officers to come over.
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1           Q    Did you have any concerns -- because
  
2     you mentioned the lack of obscure view from that
  
3     building and that property.
  
4                Did you have any concerns about a
  
5     sniper potentially stationing him or herself in
  
6     that building -- around that building, on the roof
  
7     or...?
  
8           A    No.  Mainly because our initial thought
  
9     was people on the ground, people on the property.
  

10     And then the next day when  spoke with
  

11     the Secret Service he told me later on that he
  

12     spoke with  as well, that day.  And
  

13      had told him that they usually would put
  

14     a black screen of some kind up on a site that they
  

15     felt might be a close threat to obscure any view
  

16     into the event.
  

17                So at that point we had to assume that
  

18     that's what was going to happen.  And when we
  

19     showed up Saturday and there was nothing, we were
  

20     kind of like, "Oh," we were expecting --
  

21           Q    Right.  Understood.
  

22           A    -- something else.
  

23           Q    So, again, just to break it down, when
  

24     you first went around the site you identified that
  

25     the property as being -- the AGR property as being
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1     potentially a problem.
  
2                At least, theoretically, it could be
  
3     used by a sniper, right?
  
4           A    Well, snipers were there, yes.
  
5           Q    Right.  I'm talking about on the
  
6     July 9th?
  
7           A    Yeah, we didn't anticipate it as far as
  
8     somebody being on the roof of that and using it as
  
9     an elevated platform to take a shot because there
  

10     was no staircases or exterior means of getting up
  

11     there, as far as intentionally to be able to get
  

12     up on the roof.
  

13                There was no, like, fire escapes or
  

14     anything like that.  So we didn't look at that
  

15     type of a concern with it at first or really at
  

16     all.  It wasn't until after the event that, yeah,
  

17     we looked at it that way then.
  

18           Q    Okay.  I understand.
  

19                And then when you mentioned that the
  

20     Secret Service had said to  that we were
  

21     going to put up some kind of screen and that you
  

22     were surprised on the day of the event that there
  

23     was no screen, right?
  

24           A    Correct.  Yeah, he said that -- the
  

25     Secret Service counter-sniper said that a lot of
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1     the events like, that they will use a large black
  
2     screen to cover any potential views that they feel
  
3     are -- could be dangerous or cause issues.
  
4                But the other thing with the sniper on
  
5     the roof thing is at that point after we expressed
  
6     our concern we were under the understanding they
  
7     were going to take care of it because they said,
  
8     "We will handle that.  We will take care of that
  
9     for you."
  

10           Q    Right.  And they were also dealing with
  

11     the -- they were the counter-snipers?  They were
  

12     the Secret Service?
  

13           A    They, as in the Secret Service agents
  

14     who were in charge of the event --
  

15           Q    Right.
  

16           A    -- told  that that would be
  

17     covered.  That ground would be covered with
  

18     somebody.
  

19           Q    Right.  But you also understood, from
  

20     your conversations with your colleagues, that
  

21     Secret Service was handling counter-snipping
  

22     duties from the stage?
  

23           A    Correct.  Correct.  And the view that
  

24     they would have from where they were at looking
  

25     out they would be able to see a lot of that
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1     building.
  
2           Q    When you notice that there was no black
  
3     screen and you were surprised, did anyone ask any
  
4     questions of the Secret Service, that you're aware
  
5     of, to find out why there was no black screen?
  
6           A    I don't believe so, no.
  
7           Q    Was there -- did you talk to others
  
8     that you were with, your colleagues about the fact
  
9     there was no black screen?
  

10           A    Nothing other than we -- I was, like,
  

11     "Oh.  I thought they were going to put a screen up
  

12     there but apparently they decided not to," or they
  

13     felt it didn't need it.
  

14                I didn't know why they didn't do it.  I
  

15     don't know what their position was to not do it.
  

16           Q    Right.  But also your understanding was
  

17     that the counter-snipers from the Secret Service
  

18     that was their responsibility, so that was
  

19     something they were going to handle.  And their
  

20     decision not to put it up is not something that --
  

21           A    Correct.  It was --
  

22           Q    That wasn't within your set of
  

23     responsibilities?  You had enough?
  

24           A    Sorry.  I keep talking over you.
  

25           Q    That's okay.
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1           A    Yes, I didn't feel that that was our
  
2     responsibility to make a concern with that.
  
3           Q    Okay.  So as the day goes on on
  
4     July 13th, I think people start being allowed into
  
5     the event at 1:00, that afternoon, roughly 1:00?
  
6           A    Yeah.
  
7           Q    Where are you posted at this point when
  
8     people start coming in?
  
9           A    When people started going in I was
  

10     actually already in the press box of the
  

11     announcer's booth at the grandstands.
  

12           Q    Okay.  And did you stay there for the
  

13     duration?
  

14           A    Yes.
  

15           Q    Okay.  Did any concerns arise prior to
  

16     the Crooks' issue?  Were there any concerns that
  

17     were -- any serious concerns -- not like there's
  

18     somebody strange in the crowd -- that arose before
  

19     that point?
  

20           A    No major security concerns.  We just
  

21     watched a couple people that had come in.  And,
  

22     like, one guy specifically he had his face covered
  

23     with a Gaiter and had a Boonie hat on.  He made
  

24     his way pretty quick towards the stage.  So we
  

25     were keeping an eye on him but then he stopped by
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1     the cell phone towers and it looked like he was
  
2     just trying to meet up with his friends.
  
3                So we kind of brushed it off at that
  
4     point and he was no longer a concern.  We didn't
  
5     see him do anything strange after that.
  
6                So after that we were just basically
  
7     focusing on the crowd itself and just watching for
  
8     any odd behaviors.
  
9           Q    And what was the -- how much contact
  

10     did you have with  and with  during the
  

11     course of the day from Butler 4, I think it's
  

12     called?
  

13           A    Yeah, Butler Ops 4.
  

14           Q    Butler Ops 4.
  

15           A    We didn't really talk on the radio
  

16     channel at all unless there was something major
  

17     going on.  So the only communication I had with
  

18     them was what's in this text stream we got copies
  

19     of.
  

20           Q    Okay.  So you've already gone through
  

21     most of the text chain.  So I just want to go
  

22     through a little bit of the sequence of events.
  

23                Roughly, what time did you first get
  

24     contacted by  about seeing a suspicious
  

25     person?
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1           A    I think it was like 5:30.  Yeah, 5 --
  
2     5:38 p.m. is when I sent the text, according to
  
3     the...
  
4           Q    And that's when -- and then he called,
  
5     as well?
  
6           A    That's -- he sent it to me.  That's
  
7     when I replied back in the text to call it in to
  
8     command.  And then when I didn't hear anything I
  
9     called  first.  He didn't answer.
  

10     And then I called Commander   And just as he
  

11     picked up the phone, that's when  put it over
  

12     the radio finally on Ops 4.
  

13           Q    Got it.  All right.
  

14                And do you know how long that sequence
  

15     took?
  

16           A    It was just only a few minutes.
  

17     Probably two to three minutes at max.
  

18           Q    Okay.  And you were asked questions
  

19     about when you heard that there was a range finder
  

20     that this person was using.  That obviously gave
  

21     you some concern because he wasn't playing golf.
  

22                What was the -- was there a -- when you
  

23     spoke to  when you reached him, could you
  

24     hear  speaking to him over the radio at that
  

25     point?
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1     I'll have the guys on the AGR side focus that way
  
2     or turn that way."
  
3           Q    Okay.  And did you -- I think it may be
  
4     ten minutes later.  Were you able to hear the
  
5     later description of Crooks by  and 
  
6     when they saw him with a backpack and they saw him
  
7     moving with a purpose or running in a certain
  
8     direction?
  
9                Did you hear that?
  

10           A    I don't remember if they put that over
  

11     the radio.  I think they did.  I did hear that on
  

12     the radio, I believe, now.  But it was real brief
  

13     and they just said that the person -- that they
  

14     sent the pictures on or whatever -- he had a
  

15     backpack now and they were trying to keep eyes on
  

16     him or something.  And that's all I remember about
  

17     that.
  

18           Q    What was your understanding as to what
  

19      was going to do with the information that
  

20     was -- that you sent him and that  related to
  

21     him?
  

22           A    My thought was he was going to have --
  

23     since he was in the command post he would know who
  

24     was available to be able to respond as uniformed
  

25     officer or whoever, he would have an idea of who
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1     was appointed to what positions.
  
2                So I assumed he would be sending in a
  
3     uniformed officer that was on a patrol detail or
  
4     that could break away from the event as a
  
5     uniformed officer to go over and start looking for
  
6     this person.
  
7           Q    And did you hear him talking to anyone
  
8     about that, like, while you were on the phone with
  
9     him or was that just your understanding?
  

10           A    No, because as soon as the radio
  

11     communication come across from  I said,
  

12     "That's all I need.  I just wanted to make sure
  

13     you got it."  And I hung up the phone so I didn't
  

14     hear anything else after that, that he would have
  

15     said on his end over the radios.  Because nothing
  

16     came across our channel, to my knowledge,
  

17     expressing anything for anybody to go investigate
  

18     it further.
  

19                I do know our operators that were
  

20     assigned to the    were on that
  

21     side of the barns, on the AGR side, and they were
  

22     kind of looking around.  I knew they were looking.
  

23                So that's why I sent that picture to
  

24     them, so they knew who they were looking for
  

25     specifically.
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1           Q    Right.  So you your expectation was
  
2     that you send that to them, they're also going to
  
3     join the search for this guy?
  
4           A    Correct.
  
5           Q    Before the actual shooting occurs did
  
6     you talk to anyone else on your phone, not by
  
7     text?
  
8           A    I did have a Secret Service agent.  I
  
9     don't know who they were.  I don't remember their
  

10     names because it happened so fast.  It was
  

11     somebody I never spoke to before.  They called.
  

12     It was like a minute conversation, and they were
  

13     asking for a physical description of this person
  

14     that they were looking for and that was it.
  

15                So I gave them the description of the
  

16     person and told them that the guys inside AGR seen
  

17     him and that was all I knew of it.
  

18           Q    Okay.  So it was about a minute-long
  

19     conversation?
  

20           A    Roughly, yeah.
  

21           Q    Okay.  Did you send him the pictures
  

22     that you had at that point?
  

23           A    I did not, no.
  

24           Q    So you were trying to describe him
  

25     based on the photo that you had seen and what you
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1     had heard?
  
2           A    Correct.
  
3           Q    And you never heard from this agent
  
4     before?
  
5           A    Correct.
  
6           Q    Do you have any idea how he had your
  
7     phone number?
  
8           A    I believe -- I want to say I got a text
  
9     message from somebody that said that somebody from
  

10     Secret Service was going to be calling me.  But it
  

11     was, like, right, like, all in the mix of all that
  

12     stuff that was going on.
  

13                So I think it might have -- without
  

14     going back through all my texts, I think it might
  

15     have been  that said the Secret Service is
  

16     going to call me or somebody.  Maybe it might have
  

17     been the guys from AGR even.  I don't recall
  

18     exactly who it was.
  

19           Q    So and this is -- I'm going to ask you,
  

20     too, and then I'm going to turn it over to
  

21     Minority.
  

22                You had an understanding as to what you
  

23     expected to be happening with the other officers
  

24     looking for this person.
  

25                Did you also, from the radio or your
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1     phone, understand that there was, in fact, some
  
2     kind of search going on?
  
3           A    No, because I wasn't listening to the
  
4     police Ops 2 or anything.  I was on our chat
  
5     channel only.  The only thing I could do was
  
6     assume that Commander  had had somebody from
  
7     uniform go over and take a look so...
  
8           Q    Did  communicate over Butler 4
  
9     that he had left his post to go find this person?
  

10           A    I don't recall if he said he left his
  

11     post or anything.  I believe he did say he was
  

12     trying to keep eyes on him and he was moving
  

13     around the building.  But I didn't take that as he
  

14     was -- I didn't know to what extent he was moving
  

15     through that building to try to keep eyes on him.
  

16           Q    Okay.  Did  say anything
  

17     about what he was doing to try to keep eyes on the
  

18     suspect?
  

19           A    I don't recall anything from 
  

20     no.
  

21           Q    What was the level of concern then that
  

22     you could discern, right, from hearing what 
  

23     and  were saying, particularly 
  

24           A    It was a concern.  It was more of a
  

25     rush to try to find this guy to intervene with him
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1     because we didn't know what his intentions were,
  
2     obviously.  So you could tell there was an urgency
  
3     to try to find this guy to question him.  But our
  
4     hands were kind of tied on it, so we were kind of,
  
5     like, listening and just trying to hope that
  
6     somebody found him quick enough and make contact
  
7     with this person or something.
  
8                So our extent of it was, we got the
  
9     information out and then we were kind of like in
  

10     radio silence just waiting for somebody to say,
  

11     "Hey, we got this guy."  And we never heard it.
  

12           Q    Right.  You anticipated my next
  

13     question.
  

14                So did you -- at that point, you were
  

15     waiting to hear, "We got this person" or is it at
  

16     that point that you heard the shots ring out?
  

17           A    No, because that was all -- I'm trying
  

18     to remember the timeline on that exactly.  But
  

19     that was -- it all kind of took place before Trump
  

20     really started getting into his speech even --
  

21     like I don't remember -- I don't believe it was
  

22     before he got on stage, but it was right about
  

23     that time he got up there and they were really
  

24     actively looking for this guy.
  

25                And then it was the radio communication
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1     as we were -- I was still on binoculars watching
  
2     the crowd.  And like I said, that's when I seen
  
3     the horse with the lady on it.  And I heard across
  
4     any radio Commander  make a statement,
  
5     "There's a guy on the roof at AGR with a riffle.
  
6      respond now."  And, like, went into shock
  
7     factor, like, "Oh, that might be our guy."
  
8                And before I could even set the
  
9     binoculars down and get out my rifle, the shots
  

10     rang out and it was over.  And by the time the
  

11     last shot rang out I was scanning the rooftop and
  

12     couldn't see anybody at AGR at that point.
  

13           Q    Okay.  So you heard from  over --
  

14           A    Ops 4.
  

15           Q    Ops 4 that he had been identified.  He
  

16     had a rifle?  He was on the roof?
  

17           A    Correct.  And from what I understand he
  

18     was relaying that information he heard on the
  

19     police channels that --
  

20                For the patrol vehicles as he was at
  

21     the command post.  So as he heard it, he relayed
  

22     it over our channel, so we all -- we were all
  

23     aware of it, as well, so...
  

24           Q    And do you know -- did you know at the
  

25     time whether or not the Secret Service had
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1     actually picked up their radios before?
  
2           A    I did not know that, no.
  
3           Q    You believe they would have because
  
4     they were left for them?
  
5           A    I believed they did because I told them
  
6     where the radios were and it was in close
  
7     proximity to them.  And they said, "Yeah, no
  
8     problem."  And I said, "If you don't get them.
  
9     Call me or text me and I will make sure you have a
  

10     radio."  And I never heard back from them so I had
  

11     to assume that they did stop there and get them.
  

12                It wasn't until after the event that I
  

13     found out that they never stopped.
  

14                    Okay.  I will turn it over
  

15        to Minority.
  

16                  :  We can go off the record
  

17        for a minute.
  

18           (Brief recess from 3:35 p.m. - 3:37 p.m.)
  

19                          EXAMINATION
  

20     BY 
  

21           Q    Again, just a few sort of clarification
  

22     points and to pick up on what you've been covering
  

23     with our Majority colleagues:
  

24                We spoke about, generally, Secret
  

25     Service counter-snipers being positioned on top of
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1     the barn.
  
2                Is it correct that there are two barns
  
3     that they were positioned on behind the stage or
  
4     are they both on one barn top?
  
5           A    It was two barns that were kind of
  
6     connected with, like, a pass-through underneath
  
7     it.  So technically it was you separate barn
  
8     roofs, yes.
  
9           Q    And was there one agent on each of
  

10     those barn roofs?
  

11           A    There was two counter-snipers on each
  

12     roof.  So there was four total from them.
  

13           Q    Do you know as between the two which
  

14      was on?
  

15           A    If you're looking at the stage with the
  

16     barns behind it, he would have been the one to the
  

17     right.
  

18           Q    And we've spoken about your
  

19     communications with him at a few different points.
  

20     After you received the photo from  around
  

21     5:38 p.m. you said that you passed that message on
  

22     to  by text message, as well.  You
  

23     took the screenshot and forwarded it to him.
  

24                I believe you said he said something
  

25     along the lines of "Roger that."  And that he
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1     would have his guys turn that way.
  
2                What does that mean?
  
3           A    Correct.  He said, "Roger that.  I will
  
4     have the guys on the AGR side" -- I can't remember
  
5     if he said look that way or turn that way.  But he
  
6     relayed to them to take their focus and make sure
  
7     it was on AGR, which is what they did.
  
8                I physically watched them pick their
  
9     tripod up with the rifle on it and turn it towards
  

10     AGR side and started covering AGR with it.
  

11           Q    And that was not the side that
  

12      was on?  He was on the right side so
  

13     the AGR side would be the left side barns?
  

14           A    Correct.
  

15           Q    You said you saw them move, so I
  

16     don't -- I understand you to say, you didn't --
  

17     you weren't part of that communication with Secret
  

18     Service but given that you saw them move --
  

19           A    I knew that --
  

20           Q    -- you took it that he had given them
  

21     that instruction?
  

22           A    Correct.
  

23           Q    After that communication with
  

24      did you have any other
  

25     communications with him?
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1                And then it was, when they got the
  
2     pictures of him and that he was using the range
  
3     finder a little bit ago before that.  Now he's
  
4     over here doing this and he's kind of getting more
  
5     and more suspicious.  That's when they put the
  
6     pictures out and that's when we relayed the
  
7     information then.
  
8           Q    What do you recall about those earlier
  
9     transmissions about a potentially suspicious
  

10     person?
  

11           A    Just that they were talking about this
  

12     guy walking around with a range finder and stuff.
  

13     They said he was wearing a gray shirt and shorts
  

14     and that was about it.  And then he finally got
  

15     pictures to send out of, "Hey, this is the guy
  

16     we're looking at."
  

17                And I think that's when they noticed
  

18     there was a concern that there was so many people
  

19     over there that they couldn't pinpoint this guy
  

20     specifically.
  

21           Q    And what was the particular concern
  

22     about Mr. Crooks?
  

23           A    Just his mannerisms.  He wasn't -- he
  

24     wasn't with anybody else.  He wasn't associating
  

25     with anybody else, as far as, like, he didn't show
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1     that he was in a group of people.
  
2                The fact that he had a backpack with
  
3     him.  The fact he was walking around up and down
  
4     the fence line supposedly with a range finder.  It
  
5     just kind of stood out that the guy is -- that
  
6     something is not right with this specific person
  
7     we need to get this guy checked out and see what's
  
8     going on with him.
  
9           Q    Do you recall approximately what time
  

10     that chatter began?
  

11           A    I don't know.  I just know it was
  

12     shortly before the text messages come out.
  

13           Q    Thank you.
  

14                From your vantage point could you see
  

15     anybody -- any law enforcement activating around
  

16     the AGR site to look for Mr. crooks?
  

17           A    No.  Because the curvature and the
  

18     landscape between us, I didn't even know that
  

19     there was people on that property up along that
  

20     fence line until after the fact.
  

21           Q    So from your view looking out towards
  

22     AGR you could not see the area between the fence
  

23     line and that green space between the fence line
  

24     and the building.
  

25                What could you see on AGR?
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 122
  

  
1           A    I could see the building that Crooks
  
2     ended up on top of.  I could see the ductwork that
  
3     come up but I couldn't see the base work of it.
  
4                So probably the last four or five feet
  
5     above that knoll to the peak of the roof
  
6     (indicating).
  
7           Q    When you heard or when you received
  
8     this text message from  you become aware
  
9     of what this gentleman looks like, that he's
  

10     around AGR, are you looking for him from your
  

11     vantage point?
  

12           A    No, because I couldn't see anybody on
  

13     the ground at that point.  Anybody that was on the
  

14     ground at AGR was over the crest of the hill and I
  

15     couldn't even see their heads.
  

16                So there was nobody I could really look
  

17     for on that side from my perspective.
  

18           Q    So what are you doing?  What are you
  

19     looking at at this point?
  

20           A    I'm still watching the crowd at this
  

21     point.  I'm watching as far as I can see over
  

22     there.  I'm trying to watch along -- because there
  

23     was two fence lines.  There was one that was --
  

24     there was like a space in between.
  

25                So there was the event, there was a
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1     fence and then there was a property borderline
  
2     fence (indicating) so there was a space in between
  
3     that was all grass, too.
  
4                And actually when I seen the lady on
  
5     the horse that's where I thought she was at, was
  
6     in that grassy area in between the two fences.  I
  
7     didn't realize she was actually over at AGR.
  
8     Because like I said, all could see was her
  
9     shoulders and up with the flag and she was on
  

10     horseback so...
  

11           Q    And you've mentioned this woman a few
  

12     times.  When did that occur, approximately?
  

13           A    Maybe a minute before I got the text
  

14     message about the pictures and then the
  

15     announcement that somebody was up on the roof.
  

16     I'm sorry.  Let me back up.
  

17                It was moments before the shots rang
  

18     out that I seen her.
  

19           Q    So you received the photos of Mr. -- or
  

20     from  around 5:38.  You're scanning the
  

21     crowd.  At some point probably after 6; is that
  

22     fair?
  

23           A    Yes.
  

24           Q    You see this woman on horseback?
  

25           A    Correct.
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1           Q    As you're looking in that direction at
  
2     any point does Mr. Crooks come into your line of
  
3     sight?
  
4           A    No.  No.  I never saw him.
  
5           Q    After the shooting were you able to see
  
6     Mr. Crooks?
  
7           A    No.
  
8           Q    Did you ever consider leaving your post
  
9     to help with the search?  Would that have been
  

10     appropriate?
  

11           A    No.  That would have left my post
  

12     abandoned and then we would have lost coverage on
  

13     that, as well.  We did have our -- we call it our
  

14     kit, out ballistic gear with us just in case
  

15     something did go sideways like this.  And we were
  

16     expecting more of an inside-the-event type thing.
  

17                So we had our ballistic gear with us
  

18     that if need be, they could pull two of us from
  

19     that grandstand to act as a two-person 
  

20       or a counterassault team to go
  

21     engage something.
  

22                But it was strictly, like, last second,
  

23     like, we need more people than what we have type
  

24     thing.  Up until that there was no intention of
  

25     ever leaving our post.
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1                In fact, we never left the grandstand
  
2     until 8:00 that night even.
  
3           Q    So even after the shooting you remained
  
4     stationed at the grandstand?
  
5           A    Correct, because there was concerns of
  
6     a water tower of possibly something being up there
  
7     or a person being up there.  So we were watching
  
8     the water tower for several minutes waiting for
  
9     them to get a drone up to be able to search the
  

10     top of the tower and stuff.
  

11           Q    And around what time was that that you
  

12     heard that there might be a concern about the
  

13     water tower?
  

14           A    That was -- I want to say that was
  

15     after 6:30-ish sometime.  Because it was after our
  

16     guys were already on the roof with AGR with
  

17     Mr. Crooks then.  So it was after that at some point.
  

18           Q    Could you see the water tower from your
  

19     vantage point?
  

20           A    Yes.  It was 510 yards away.
  

21           Q    I'm asking the question because I know
  

22     that there's, as you said, some hills there and
  

23     some trees.  So I just wanted to make sure.
  

24           A    Yes.
  

25           Q    And at any point did you see anything
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1     suspicious around the water tower?
  
2           A    No.
  
3           Q    And you just mentioned drone.  I don't
  
4     recall if we covered this earlier.  At any point
  
5     in the day did you see drones flying around the
  
6     event?
  
7           A    No.  And that surprised me when I heard
  
8     reports that after the fact that he had flown one.
  
9     And I was, like, I never heard it, never seen it.
  

10     But they had the music so loud that -- normally
  

11     you hear a drone.  It can make that buzzing noise.
  

12     But the music was so loud that I couldn't hear
  

13     anything but the music a lot of times so...
  

14                    Thank you.  I think my
  

15        colleague has a few follow-up questions, as well.
  

16                    Okay.
  

17                          EXAMINATION
  

18     BY 
  

19           Q    For clarification, the timeframe in
  

20     which you saw the woman on horseback, was that
  

21     moments before the actual event started?
  

22           A    That was before the actual shooting
  

23     started from Crooks.
  

24           Q    Okay.  The woman on horseback --
  

25           A    So the even -- I'm sorry.  Go ahead.
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1           Q    Please.  Go for it.
  
2           A    The event had already started.  Trump
  
3     was already on stage and she was riding back and
  
4     forth at that point.
  
5           Q    Thank you.
  
6           A    Which I thought she was running or
  
7     walking or something but...
  
8           Q    On July -- the morning of July 13th,
  
9     you had the Butler ESU briefing.  And then after
  

10     the briefing you had a separate meeting with all
  

11     of the snipers, the local snipers, correct?
  

12           A    Just inside that briefing building,
  

13     yeah.  It was just a couple minutes.  Like as soon
  

14     as we finished, we kind of broke off into our
  

15     respective groups and just discussed a quick game
  

16     plan of -- that's when I got everybody's cell
  

17     phone numbers and said, "Hey, we're going to have
  

18     a small text group just for non-emergency stuff."
  

19     And just kind of made sure everybody knew who was
  

20     who and where they were going.
  

21           Q    And during that meeting did any
  

22     information about counter-snipers come up?
  

23           A    No.
  

24           Q    You didn't talk at all about this was
  

25     the first time that counter-snipers were going to
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1     be at an event like this?
  
2           A    No, I didn't hear about that until
  
3     later on.  The guys started expressing concern
  
4     after the fact.  They were kind of concerned about
  
5     that.  But I didn't hear anything prior to that.
  
6           Q    And at no time did the Secret Service
  
7     give any sort of an intelligence briefing to any
  
8     local or state --
  
9           A    No.
  

10           Q    -- police?
  

11                In the planning did anyone on the
  

12     sniper team consider the water tower or cell phone
  

13     towers around the event area?
  

14           A    We did.  We considered the cell phone
  

15     towers.  The problem with them were they were in
  

16     the middle of the event, so they were going to be
  

17     completely surrounded by the event crowd.  And
  

18     they were only about ten feet off the ground, the
  

19     base of them.  And we figured with the amount of
  

20     cell phone activity that was going to be going on,
  

21     we'd probably all have cancer by the time we left
  

22     there.  So we kind of avoided that position.
  

23                The water tower was, more or less, out
  

24     of play to us, mainly because it's owned by PA
  

25     American Water.  And with the lack of time to
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1     prepare we didn't have good contacts for them to
  
2     get in touch and say, "Hey, we want to put a
  
3     sniper up there."
  
4                We looked at it physically from the
  
5     ground and said that the walkway around that tower
  
6     is pretty narrow.  To put somebody up there for
  
7     overwatch is going to be pretty difficult,
  
8     especially with the gear we take.  And the fact
  
9     that we couldn't just gain access to it because
  

10     the fence is like ten feet high with Barbed wire
  

11     and locked shut.
  

12                And then the ladder that goes up to it,
  

13     you would need like a 20-foot extension ladder
  

14     practically to get to the bottom of the ladder
  

15     that it's attached to the water tower to get the
  

16     rest of the way to the top.
  

17                Also, with the position of it, we felt
  

18     that the trees would impede our view of the crowd
  

19     itself.
  

20                So, again, if it would have been -- if
  

21     your job is counter-sniper, we may have pursued
  

22     that a little bit more, but being our job was
  

23     determined to be overwatch we didn't feel that was
  

24     a good vantage point just for overwatch of the
  

25     crowd.
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1           Q    And did, at any point, did the US
  
2     Secrete Service approve the sniper locations that
  
3     Butler ESU came up with?
  
4           A    They never physically or verbally said
  
5     those are great positions or bad positions.  But
  
6     they had us marked in their -- the Secret Service
  
7     counter-snipers documents, the packets that they
  
8     gave us, they had the specific windows marked of
  
9     where we were going to be and they never once
  

10     questioned why were you in those windows.
  

11                So we had to assume that they were okay
  

12     with it, too, if they didn't question or state any
  

13     concerns with it.
  

14           Q    Can you explain what you meant about
  

15     tactical gear being a higher level of force?
  

16           A    Yeah.  When you're in a police uniform
  

17     that's like the lowest level of force.  It's a
  

18     show of force.  So a uniformed officer going up
  

19     and addressing somebody that's on somebody's
  

20     property, that's a proper level of force.
  

21                Me rolling in with a ballistic helmet,
  

22     ballistic gear, AR strapped across my chest,
  

23     that's a way higher level of force for somebody
  

24     that's just on the property that shouldn't be
  

25     there.
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1                So that's why our concern was hey, we
  
2     need to get a uniformed person over here because
  
3     the big topic, obviously, is excessive use of
  
4     force.  And that is excessive use of force if you
  
5     show up with four guys in ARs and tactical gear
  
6     just to say get off the property.  So we had to
  
7     weigh our options with that.
  
8                And at that point since there was no
  
9     weapon seen, obviously until the last second, it
  

10     was, this guy is just a person of interest and we
  

11     just need to investigate him and see what his
  

12     intents are.
  

13                So to raise it to that level of going
  

14     in in ballistic gear wasn't warranted yet.  Had he
  

15     been seen with a weapon, obviously we would have
  

16     engaged at that point then.
  

17           Q    Okay.  And now  was there and he
  

18     was helping with all of the preplanning.  From
  

19     conversations that you had once you found out
  

20     about the event, where was he planning on being
  

21     with Butler ESU?
  

22           A    He got stuck in uniform at the back
  

23     entrance to the Farm Show grounds where former
  

24     President Trump entered at with the motorcade.  So
  

25     he was actually in uniform working for Butler
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1     Township at that point.
  
2           Q    Now, when was that decision made?
  
3           A    That was made by his boss through
  
4     Butler Township.  I don't know -- I believe it was
  
5     determined earlier in the week so we knew he
  
6     wasn't going to be one of the snipers assisting
  
7     us.  But he was able to attend the meetings
  
8     because he was off those days where I wasn't.
  
9           Q    Okay.  So there was no plan for him to
  

10     be at the AGR Building until the evening of the
  

11     12th and then that plan changed where he was in
  

12     uniform.
  

13                The plan was always for him to be in
  

14     uniform and he was just helping with the planning?
  

15           A    To my knowledge, yes.  Yeah, I don't
  

16     know officially when he found out but I knew he
  

17     knew a couple days beforehand.
  

18           Q    Thank you for that clarification.
  

19                And then finally, you mentioned that
  

20     you saw the Secret Service counter-snipers
  

21     actually move their tripods towards the AGR
  

22     Building.
  

23                Approximately what time was that at?
  

24           A    That was shortly after I text him.  And
  

25     I believe I text the counter-sniper at 5:42 p.m.,
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 133
  

  
1     I think, was on my text messages.  So right about
  
2     that time.  So at the latest a quarter to 6.
  
3           Q    And at any point did you see them move
  
4     their tripods away from the AGR?
  
5           A    No.  To my knowledge, they stayed on
  
6     that -- everything I seen from that point on, even
  
7     pictures of the event that come out from the crowd
  
8     that they were still facing that direction.
  
9           Q    So from approximately 5:42 p.m. United
  

10     States Secret Service, to your knowledge, was
  

11     faced towards the AGR Building?
  

12           A    Correct.
  

13                    Thank you.  That's all
  

14        of my questions.
  

15                    My colleague, , is
  

16        going to have a few questions.
  

17                          EXAMINATION
  

18     BY :
  

19           Q    Just a clarification.  A ballistic kit,
  

20     can you describe what that means.
  

21           A    It's a vest that has steel plates in it
  

22     that are rifle rated so they can take rifle
  

23     rounds.  So it's basically a, what you would see a
  

24     military person wearing.  They have the vest that
  

25     has their magazine pouches on the front.  They got
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1     the protective shoulder pieces, the protective
  
2     neck pieces, the groin protector on it.
  
3                So it's something that you see with any
  
4     tactical team doing any kind of risky entry or
  
5     military combat.
  
6           Q    So when you say "uniform," you're
  
7     talking about something different than --
  
8           A    Correct.  I'm talking about an actual
  
9     police officer in uniform, kind of like  was
  

10     today when he come in.  That would be a normal
  

11     police uniform.  So if I say police uniformed
  

12     officer, that's what I would expect.
  

13           Q    When you mentioned a drone being used,
  

14     do you know who flew that drone?
  

15           A    There's a private company out of Evans
  

16     City that assists us with stuff and I believe they
  

17     were on site.  I don't know when they got there.
  

18     And they had made contact with them since they
  

19     were there or in the area and asked if they could
  

20     just put a drone up real quick to check that tower
  

21     out.
  

22                Because at that point we had
  

23     contacted -- or our commanders had contacted the
  

24     PA American Water and they said basically, "Hey,
  

25     breach the door or breach the gate get into the
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1     water tower to gain access if you have to.  But
  
2     our response person is about an hour away."  So we
  
3     figured rather than cause damage to his gate and
  
4     stuff, the guy offered his drone and we just let
  
5     him put the drone up instead.  Because then we
  
6     would have had somebody climb 200 feet in the air
  
7     on a ladder to go check out so...
  
8           Q    Right.  So the drone is operated by
  
9     this, you said, by a private company?
  

10           A    Yeah, it's a private person.  I don't
  

11     know who.
  

12           Q    Contracted by Butler ESU?
  

13           A    Well, they're not necessarily
  

14     contracted.  They just volunteer their services
  

15     with us.  So they contact us if we're having a
  

16     search or something and ask if they want them to
  

17     assist.  And a lot of times we'll let them assist
  

18     because they have a lot of different drone
  

19     technology that we don't have.
  

20           Q    Right.  Right.  Kind of a personnel
  

21     question:  Do you have any awareness of DHA, HSI
  

22     folks there on July 13th?
  

23           A    I didn't -- I personally didn't know
  

24     who was DHS or Secret Service at all.  Like I
  

25     didn't know until after the fact that there was
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1     only a handful of Secret Service agents there.  I
  
2     just assumed everybody was a Secret Service.  So
  
3     it was afterwards that I found out that the
  
4     security was being done by the Department of
  
5     Homeland Security and stuff like that.
  
6                So I didn't know who was doing what
  
7     jobs there.
  
8           Q    One other question I had.  You say a
  
9     packet.  Was that a packet only information that's
  

10     for the folks doing sniper duties or was that,
  

11     like, a comprehensive packet for everything?
  

12           A    That was just a packet for the
  

13     counter-snipers and what their duties were from
  

14     the Secret Service counter-snipers.  It basically
  

15     gave me a view of what their view was, a
  

16     180-degree view around their area, of their
  

17     positions.  And an overview of the ground itself,
  

18     of the 400-yard perimeter circle drawn on it
  

19     (indicating).
  

20           Q    Right.  So you didn't get any kind of
  

21     overall comprehensive, sort of, document from
  

22     Secret Service then just specific to these duties?
  

23           A    No, nothing about the duties itself.
  

24     Just about what their area of responsibility was
  

25     as far as their views and stuff.  That was it.
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1           Q    Right.  Okay.  Great.  Thank you.
  
2                    I just want to thank you
  
3        very much for coming in.  I really appreciate your
  
4        time today and, of course, your service.  And we
  
5        know it's not easy to relive the events of that
  
6        day and the lead up to that day.  And we just very
  
7        much appreciate it on behalf of the members and,
  
8        you know, if we have any further questions that we
  
9        need, we'll go to your lawyer first.
  

10                But hopefully we won't need to talk to
  

11        you again, at least on this end.
  

12                    I'm used to talking every
  

13        week now it seems like, so I'm good.
  

14                  :  Thank you so much, sir.
  

15                    No problem.
  

16                       (Witness excused.)
  

17                       (Interview concluded at 3:58 p.m.)
  

18  
  

19  
  

20  
  

21  
  

22  
  

23  
  

24  
  

25  
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1                          CERTIFICATE
  
2  
  
3  
  
4             I, , do hereby certify
  
5     that the interview of  was recorded
  
6     stenographically by me and then reduced to typewriting
  
7     under my direction, and constitutes a true record of
  
8     the testimony given by said witness, all to the best of
  
9     my skill and ability.
  

10  
  

11               IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
  

12     hand on this 20th day of September, 2024.
  

13  
  

14  
  

15  
  

16 

                                           _____________
17                       
                       Notary Public

18  
  

19  
  

20  
  

21     My Commission Expires December 1, 2027.
  

22  
  

23  
  

24  
  

25  
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